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Introduction

THE MYTH OF COLONIAL
AMERICA

THERE IS AN OLD, DEEPLY ROOTED STORY ABOUT America that goes
something like this: Columbus stumbles upon a strange continent
and brings back stories of untold riches. The European empires
rush over, eager to stake out as much of this astonishing New
World as possible. Even as they clash, they ignite an era of colonial
expansion that lasts roughly four centuries, from the conquest of
Hispaniola in 1492 to the Wounded Knee Massacre in 1890.
Between those two moments, European empires and the nascent
American empire amass souls, slaves, and territory, dispossessing
and destroying hundreds of Indigenous societies. The Indians fight
back but cannot stop the onslaught. Resourceful and defiant though
they might be, they are no match for the newcomers and their raw
ambition, superior technology, and lethal microbes that penetrate
Native bodies with shocking ease. Indians are doomed; Europeans
are destined to take over the continent; history itself is a linear
process that moves irreversibly toward Indigenous destruction.

Indigenous Continent tells a different story. It offers a new
account of American history by challenging the notion that colonial



expansion was inevitable and that colonialism defined the
continent, as well as the experiences of those living on it. Stepping
outside of such outdated assumptions, this book reveals a world
that remained overwhelmingly Indigenous well into the nineteenth
century. It argues that rather than a “colonial America,” we should
speak of an Indigenous America that was only slowly and unevenly
becoming colonial. By 1776, various European colonial powers
together claimed nearly all of the continent for themselves, but
Indigenous peoples and powers controlled it. The maps in modern
textbooks that paint much of early North America with neat, color-
coded blocks confuse outlandish imperial claims for actual
holdings. The history of the overwhelming and persisting
Indigenous power recounted here remains largely unknown, and it
is the biggest blind spot in common understandings of the
American past.

The reality of an Indigenous continent has remained obscure
because European empires, and especially the United States,
invested power in the state and its bureaucracy, whereas Native
nations invested power in kinship. From the beginning, European
arrivals judged Indians on European terms. Later historians did the
same, focusing on state power as the driving force in America.
Kinship could be a source of great power, and Indigenous nations
possessed advanced political systems that allowed for flexible
diplomacy and war-making, even if Euro-Americans often failed to
see them. Time and again, and across centuries, Indians blocked
and destroyed colonial projects, forcing Euro-Americans to accept
Native ways, Native sovereignty, and Native dominance. This is
what the historical record shows when American history is
detached from mainstream historical narratives that privilege
European ambitions, European perspectives, and European sources.

The traditional master narrative is entrenched in our culture and
minds. Consider how Red Cloud’s War and Custer’s Last Stand are



usually understood. According to the conventional narrative, in a
single decade between 1866 and 1876, the Lakota Indians and their
Cheyenne and Arapaho allies defeated the United States in two
wars—first along the Bozeman Trail in what became known as Red
Cloud’s War, and then in the Battle of the Little Bighorn, where
they annihilated George Armstrong Custer’s 7th U.S. Cavalry
Regiment. Both defeats have entered American history as
aberrations or flukes. The United States, after all, had already
become a continent-spanning military-industrial power poised to
expand beyond the West Coast. The Lakotas had humiliated the
United States at a charged moment when the nation was shedding
its frontier identity and entering the modern era of the corporate,
the bureaucratic, and the scientific. The fiascos would be blamed
on poor generalship and on a canny enemy familiar with the
terrain.

Seen from Native American perspective, however, Red Cloud’s
War and Custer’s Last Stand appear not as historical anomalies, but
as the logical culmination of a long history of Indigenous power in
North America. They were more expected than extraordinary. From
the beginning of colonialism in North America to the Lakotas’ final
military triumphs, a multitude of Native nations fought fiercely to
keep their territories intact and their cultures untainted, frustrating
the imperial pretensions of France, Spain, Britain, the Netherlands,
and eventually the United States. This Indigenous “infinity of
nations” included Iroquois, Catawbas, Odawas, Osages, Wyandots,
Cherokees, Comanches, Cheyennes, Apaches, and many others.
Although each nation was and is distinct, a cultural crevasse
separated the European newcomers from all Indigenous inhabitants
of the continent, generating fear, confusion, anger, and violence.
That divide fueled one of the longest conflicts in history, while
simultaneously inspiring a centuries-long search for mutual



understanding and accommodation—a search that continues
today.1

The great pitfalls in the study of Native Americans are broad
generalizations on the one hand and narrow specificity on the other.
For a long time, historians tended to see Indians as a human
monolith cut from a single—and primordial—cultural cloth, a race
defined by its tragic history of dispossession and its epic struggle
for survival. This tradition informs many popular books that
repackage Native American history into a morality play that is
often more concerned with the United States and its character than
with the Indians themselves. In these depictions of Native America,
Indians appear as one-dimensional stock figures, their complexity
and differences pressed flat for dramatic purposes. They are
reduced to mere props in the United States’ violent transformation
into a global power: Indigenous resistance and suffering heighten
the drama, enabling people today to glimpse how much was lost
and at what cost.

On the other end of the spectrum is a venerable tradition of
tribal histories, each focusing on a single Native nation and
providing a comprehensive portrait of its traditions, political
structures, material culture, and historical experiences. This
necessary and often superb scholarship has brought to life hundreds
of previously obscured Indigenous peoples as forceful, creative,
and resilient historical actors, filling a half-illuminated continent
with human texture. The downside of this approach is its
particularity. Each nation comes across as unique, embedded in its
own microworld. Multiply this by five hundred, and the problem is
plain to see. Examining Indigenous America in this way is like
looking at a pointillistic painting from mere inches away: it
overwhelms; it loses coherence; the larger patterns are impossible
to discern.
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With the perspective adjusted just slightly, however, a new and
sharper image of North America comes into view. Indigenous
Continent takes a middle course between the general and the
specific, uncovering a broad range of Native American worlds that
rose and fell across the continent from the early sixteenth century
into the late nineteenth century. In numerous realms, Indians and
colonists competed for territory, resources, power, and supremacy,
with survival often hanging in the balance. Each realm had its own
character, reflecting the continent’s astounding physical diversity:
the stakes and dynamics of warfare, diplomacy, and belonging
played out differently along coasts, along river valleys, in
woodlands, in grasslands, and in the mountains.

This book is first and foremost a history of Indigenous peoples,
but it is also a history of colonialism. The history of North America
that emerges is of a place and an era shaped by warfare above all.
The contest for the continent was, in essence, a four-centuries-long
war that saw almost every Native nation fight encroaching colonial
powers—sometimes in alliances, sometimes alone. Although the
Indian wars in North America have been written about many times
before, this book offers a broad Indigenous view of the conflict.
For Native nations, war was often a last resort. In many cases, if
not most, they attempted to bring Europeans into their fold, making
them useful. These were not the actions of supplicants; the
Europeans were the supplicants—their lives, movements, and
ambitions determined by Native nations that drew the newcomers
into their settlements and kinship networks, seeking trade and
allies. Indian men and women alike were sophisticated diplomats,
shrewd traders, and forceful leaders. The haughty Europeans
assumed that the Indians were weak and uncivilized, only to find
themselves forced to agree to humiliating terms—an inversion of
common assumptions about White dominance and Indian
dispossession that have survived to the present.



When war did come, Indians won as often as not. Older,
discredited, and ludicrous notions of “savage” Indians or “noble
savages” suggest a certain degree of brutality in battle, but it was
the colonists who were responsible for most atrocities. Many
colonists, especially the British, Spanish, and Americans, were
guilty of ethnic cleansing, genocide, and other crimes, but some
adopted more measured approaches to Native peoples. There were
colonists who utterly despised Indians and wanted to eradicate
them, but there were also colonial regimes that sought to embrace
them. There were many types of colonialism—settler, imperial,
missionary, extractive, commercial, and legal—and they emerge
cumulatively as the story told here progresses. Tracing the
evolution of colonialism is vital: the depth and reach of Indigenous
power can be truly understood only against the massive colonial
challenge from Europe. I have tried to show the full potential of
colonialism to destroy lives, nations, and civilizations. It is against
that horrific violence that Indigenous power is revealed. Overseas
colonialism was a daunting endeavor that required courage and
commitment. European intruders were ruthless because they held
deep-seated racist ideologies and because the stakes were so high.
For most of them there was no going back.

A SINGLE-VOLUME CONTINENTAL HISTORY of North America cannot
devote equal attention to all Native nations, regions, and events.
Large Indigenous nations and confederacies were able to confront
European empires on their own terms, and they drive much of the
story through their sheer capacity to keep North America
Indigenous. But the smaller nations and their resistance were also
essential to the making of the Indigenous continent. Preserving
Indigenous power and sovereignty was a total endeavor: every
colonial intrusion, however small, could generate a domino effect



of Native retreats. Accordingly, this book zooms in frequently to
local and intimate scales; it was there, in face-to-face encounters,
where the hard work of colonizing and resisting colonization
happened. Indigenous Americans were fighting for their land, for
their lives, and for future generations. Every inch mattered.

This book covers a vast span of history—four centuries and a
continent—but it is given shape, direction, and meaning by a single
theme: power. Here, power is defined as the ability of people and
their communities to control space and resources, to influence the
actions and perceptions of others, to hold enemies at bay, to muster
otherworldly beings, and to initiate and resist change. What follows
is the story of a long and turbulent epoch when North America was
contested by many and dominated by none. This story traces how
people gained, lost, and, in rare instances, shared power with
strangers, creating many new worlds in the process. The book
might be best described as a biography of power in North America.
The story follows critical action and key turning points across the
contested continent, showing how various parts of it became
geopolitical hot spots where rivalries intensified and where history
turned violently.

Although the book is inclusive, focusing on both European
colonists and Native Americans, the usual actors, events, and
turning points of American history retreat to the background. The
Stamp and Tea Acts, Boston Massacre, and creation of the U.S.
Constitution figure only marginally in this history. Indians
controlled most of North America, and often they did not know
about the exploits of the Europeans beyond their borders. And if
they did, they did not care. Instead, the Indigenous peoples were
interested in the ambitions and experiences of other Indigenous
peoples—the Iroquois, Cherokees, Lakotas, Comanches,
Shawnees, and many others.



A NOTE ON TERMINOLOGY AND
STYLE

I HAVE OCCASIONALLY MODERNIZED DIRECT QUOTES WHEN spelling makes
them hard to understand. Taking a cue from Nancy Shoemaker, I
call Native men and women involved in war “soldiers,” not
“warriors.” The settlements of more sedentary Native nations are
“towns,” whereas the more mobile nomadic settlements are
“villages.” Rather than “chiefs,” I use either Indigenous terms for
leaders or simply “officials” or “officers” because they were
Indigenous administrators. As for the names of Indian Nations, I
have used what they themselves prefer: Odawas rather than
Ottawas; Lenapes rather than Delawares; Wyandots rather than
Hurons; Illinis rather than Illinois; Meskwakis rather than Foxes;
Ho-Chunks rather than Winnebagos; Muscogees rather than
Creeks; Ojibwes rather than Ojibwas. The Iroquois are also called
Haudenosaunee.1
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PART ONE

THE DAWN OF THE
INDIGENOUS CONTINENT

(the first seventy millennia)



Epilogue

REVENGE AND REVIVAL

IN THE LONG AFTERMATH OF THE BATTLE OF THE LITTLE Bighorn, the
Indian Office criminalized the Sun Dance in 1882, creating a
gaping spiritual void in numerous Native nations. In the winter of
1889, the Lakotas heard of a new religion, the Ghost Dance,
preached by Wovoka, a Northern Paiute holy man. Lakota envoys
rode trains to Nevada to learn firsthand from the prophet. A blend
of millenarian and modern elements, the Ghost Dance seemed to
offer Indians the tools to survive in a rapidly changing world, and it
began to fill the emptiness left by the U.S. government’s ban on the
Sun Dance. In the winter of 1889–90, the Lakotas started to dance,
desperate to bring bison and their dead relatives back. The
Americans still feared the Lakotas, and the Lakota agents panicked,
mistaking the forward-looking Ghost Dance movement for an anti-
White conspiracy. The army mobilized against the dancers and
trapped a group of them at Wounded Knee Creek. The Seventh
Cavalry, Custer’s former regiment, occupied the higher ground and
began shooting at the exposed people below. At least 270 died, and
at least 170 of the dead were women and children. It was revenge



for the humiliation fourteen years earlier. Twenty soldiers involved
in the massacre were awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor.1

The apocalyptic Wounded Knee Massacre was a sign of
American weakness and fear. When the Indian wars came to an end
in 1877, the United States was simultaneously imperious and
exhausted. Since the founding in 1776, there had been more than
sixteen hundred official military engagements with Native
Americans. Moreover, while fighting Indians, the United States had
descended into a draining and demoralizing Civil War that had
claimed as many as 750,000 American lives. When peace finally
came, the United States committed to completing not one but two
reconstructions, of the American South and of the Indigenous West.
The United States had suffered a hundred-year-long crisis of
authority, and it was determined to assert its hegemony. Compared
to the reconstruction of the American South, which involved
conciliatory elements, the Indigenous reconstruction was, on the
whole, harsh and vindictive, featuring more “civilization
programs,” boarding schools designed to “kill the Indian to save
the man,” and land policies that labeled Indigenous territories
“surplus land.” Richard Henry Pratt, the founder of the Carlisle
Indian Industrial School, wondered why the United States did not
simply absorb the remaining Indians and eradicate their cultures—
and he actually cared about the Indians.2

Like many other settler states throughout history, the United
States tried to immobilize and contain Indigenous peoples within
its borders. The Indian Office was sidelined by zealous liberal
reformers, evangelical Christians, ranchers, western settlers, and
railroad boosters who all wanted to see Indian reservations gone.
Indigenous leaders were marginalized, and their time-honored
governing systems, societies, ceremonies, dances, and feasts—the
things that made Indians Indians—were either suppressed or
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banned. The backlash was vast and overwhelming, revealing how
powerfully Native Americans had stood their ground against White
settlers and how effectively they had thwarted colonialism. There
was a direct link between the Indigenous success and Americans’
sense of vulnerability and scale of vengeance.3

The four-hundred-year struggle to keep the continent
Indigenous had stretched colonists from the European powers, and
then the United States, to the breaking point again and again. The
enormous range of Native nations and the sheer depth and
multiplicity of their resistance had frustrated the colonists, if it did
not kill them. Some nations relied on naked force and numbers to
corral and punish colonial powers, while others sought alliances
with them. Some forged ties to other Native nations and reinvented
themselves as confederacies. The most powerful nations and
confederacies—the Six Nations of the Iroquois Confederacy, the
Indian Confederacy, the Wyandots, Lakotas, Comanches,
Muscogees, Cherokees, and Seminoles—defeated the colonists in
battle repeatedly and controlled the diplomatic proceedings that
followed. They possessed the authority, savvy, and will to dictate
terms to the Spanish, French, British, and U.S. empires. The
Iroquois were the dominant imperial power in the heart of North
America for generations, and in the early nineteenth century the
Comanches and Lakotas built empires of their own, in part to
survive colonialism. Instead of fighting these Indigenous powers,
the colonists placated them. They desperately wanted to be allies
and not enemies. They sided with power.

Smaller Native nations relied on more nuanced and delicate
tactics. Rather than confronting colonial powers directly in battle,
they evaded them by making themselves small and inconspicuous,
using the striking environmental variety of North America. The
Catawbas, Shoshones, Utes, Nez Perces, Blackfoot, Seminoles, and
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others found refuge in deserts, mountains, and swamps, evading the
settler empires that struggled with difficult and strange terrain,
while the Shawnees, “the greatest travellers in America,” countered
colonial displacement with a highly organized Indigenous diaspora.
In the lower Mississippi Valley, the petites nations made
themselves into forceful regional powers through strategic
mobility, calculated violence, and expedient alliances, keeping just
ahead of the imperial gaze of the surrounding colonial empires. The
Catawba population had fallen to 110 in the mid-1820s, but 110
proved to be enough for the nation to survive.4

Indigenous power in North America reached its apogee in the
mid- to late nineteenth century, which, at first glance, appears
counterintuitive. This was the period when the United States
emerged onto the world stage with its “monstrous contiguous
economic territories,” inspiring awe and fear in Germany and
fueling an impression as the “greatest menace” in Italy. Subduing
independent Native nations and erasing their sovereignty seemed to
the imperial United States a straightforward problem of plying its
overwhelming military might and technological advances,
including railroads. But the Indigenous nations, too, reinvented
themselves, in part as a response to the rising American empire.
The Comanches forged an empire that reduced much of the
Mexican Republic to an extractive hinterland, enabling them to
reign over an oversized section of the hemisphere. The Lakotas,
relying on their equestrian mobility, their broad alliance network,
and their generations-long experience of blocking colonial
ambitions, emerged as the leading, though inadvertent, guardians of
the Indigenous continent. Over a period of seven decades, they
foiled U.S. expansion again and again, protecting in the process
scores of smaller and more vulnerable nations. There is no way to
measure the lives saved, but given the palpable genocidal
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tendencies of the American settlers, the Lakota Empire’s protective
presence may have been the most significant single entity keeping
the continent Indigenous. Seen from the Indigenous perspective,
Custer’s Last Stand was neither an aberration nor an atrocity; it was
expected and necessary. Looking east from the North American
West, the history of North America emerges as a single story of
resolute resistance that kept much of the continent Indigenous for
generations.5

Native peoples carry on the legacy of the long history of
resistance. In truth, Native Americans have fought colonialism for
more than five centuries, not four, opposing and foiling numerous
imperial designs and keeping the continent Indigenous into the
twentieth and twenty-first centuries. They have turned to a vast
range of strategies, shifting fluidly from diplomacy and war to
appeasement and evasion. Merely surviving has been difficult. In
the 1890s the number of remaining Indians was 250,000—a
terrifyingly low figure that reveals the enormity of U.S. genocidal
campaigns. American expansion had diminished North America’s
Indigenous population by seventy percent.6

But 250,000 was enough to sustain a revival. Today, many
Native nations and communities are rapidly growing in numbers.
The continent is speckled with hundreds of Native nations that
preserve Indigenous sovereignty and nationhood. Each of them
embodies the centuries-long Indigenous resistance to colonial
violence and expansion, whether Spanish, French, British, Dutch,
Canadian, or American. The colonists, after all, would have
absorbed every inch of North America if not denied by the
continent’s Indigenous inhabitants.

A present-day map of Indian reservations in North America
captures the story of the Indigenous continent. Canada has
hundreds of reserves, most of them small, belonging to a single
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“band”—a centralized system that differs drastically from the
United States’ removal policy that created the Indian Territory in
1830. In 2016, half of Canada’s First Nation peoples lived in
reserves that were fairly evenly distributed among the provinces,
with the heaviest concentration on the Pacific coast. South of the
forty-ninth parallel, things are different. The East Coast and the
coastal plains south of the Chesapeake Bay were violently
contested from the seventeenth century on, and these regions are
now nearly devoid of reservations. So, too, are the places where
Indigenous nations faced Americans in the time of high U.S.
imperialism in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries:
the Ohio Country, the Deep South, and Texas. The largest
reservations in the United States are in the West and belong to
Navajos, Utes, Comanches, Tohono O’odhams, Oglala Lakotas,
Hunkpapa Lakotas, Sihasapa Lakotas, Eastern Shoshones, Northern
Arapahos, and Crows. All of those nations fought colonial powers
for generations to protect their territory and sovereignty. There are
also thick clusters of reservations in the Great Lakes region, where
Indigenous resistance forced the colonists to respect Native ways,
cooperate, and acknowledge Indigenous authority.7

The Ojibwe writer David Treuer argues that when it comes to
views of the continent’s wilderness, “America has succeeded in
becoming more Indian over the past 245 years rather than the other
way around.” It is a comment on the enduring and often unseen
impact of Indigenous culture. But beyond Treuer’s specific claim, it
is worth pausing to consider just how recent the United States, and
its ascendancy, are. The four hundred years of colonialism that
followed Columbus’s arrival failed to extinguish Indigenous
sovereignty in North America. It was only 130 years ago, a brief
span when compared to the long precontact history of Indigenous
America, that the United States could claim to have subjugated a

clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Notes.xhtml#ch0erfn7


critical mass of Native Americans. Iroquois power lasted from the
sixteenth century deep into the nineteenth century, making the
Iroquois Nation older and more historically central than the United
States. On an Indigenous timescale, the United States is a mere
speck.

Set against the deep history of the Indigenous continent,
American history looks fundamentally different. So does the
American present. Today, sovereign Indigenous America persists in
the dynamism of modern Native communities, in the endurance of
traditional ways of life, and in the continuation and evolution of the
primary Indian response to colonialism: resistance.8

clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Notes.xhtml#ch0erfn8


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

MANY PEOPLE HELPED ME DURING THE RESEARCH AND writing of this book,
and it is my great pleasure to thank them. Fred Anderson, Rani
Andersson, Juliana Barr, James Belich, Lance Blythe, Patrick
Bottiger, Paul Conrad, Jane Dinwoodie, François Furstenberg,
Daniel Green, Patrick Griffin, Mandy Izadi, Paul Kelton, John
Kessell, Matthew Kruer, Sami Lakomäki, Joy Porter, Charles Prior,
Andrés Reséndez, Nancy Shoemaker, Coll Thrush, Camilla
Townsend, and Samuel Truett generously gave their time to talk
about this project and read parts of the manuscript, and they made
it better with their insights. James Merrell read the entire
manuscript and offered detailed and shrewd criticism; I am deeply
indebted to him for his advice. My editor, Daniel Gerstle, improved
the book vastly with his perceptive feedback. I am grateful to Zeba
Arora for her work with the images. It was wonderful to work
again with Bill Nelson on the maps. I also want to thank my agent,
Geri Thoma, for her support, enthusiasm, and wisdom. I owe a
large debt of gratitude to my copy editor, Stephanie Hiebert, who
not only improved the manuscript enormously but also taught me a
lot about writing. I want to thank Kaspar Supinen and Lidia
Supinen for their insights and support. As always, Veera Supinen
helped me immensely with her sheer brilliance.

I first tested some of the ideas and arguments of Indigenous
Continent in an essay titled “The Shapes of Power: Indians,



Europeans, and North American Worlds from the Seventeenth to
the Nineteenth Century,” published in Contested Spaces of Early
America, ed. Juliana Barr and Edward Countryman (Philadelphia:
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2014). I am very grateful for the
feedback of the other contributors and everybody who participated
in the manuscript workshop before that volume was published. In
particular, I would like to extend my thanks to Matthew Babcock,
Juliana Barr, Ned Blackhawk, Edward Countryman, Chantal
Cramaussel, Brian DeLay, Elizabeth Fenn, Allan Freer, Raúl José
Mandrini, Cynthia Radding, Birgit Brander Rasmussen, Alan
Taylor, and Samuel Truett.



ILLUSTRATION CREDITS

University of Oxford
Boston Public Library
Sutro Library
New York Public Library
Division of Rare and Manuscript Collections, Cornell University Library
Library and Archives Canada
John Mackenzie Burke
Library of Congress Geography and Map Division
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division
Library of Congress Geography and Map Division
Library of Congress Geography and Map Division
Library of Congress Geography and Map Division
National Gallery of Canada
Library of Congress Geography and Map Division
Library of Congress Geography and Map Division
Library of Congress Geography and Map Division
Greenville County Museum of Art
Smithsonian American Art Museum

Maps by Bill Nelson

clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Chapter05.xhtml#page_69
clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Chapter06.xhtml#page_71
clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Chapter06.xhtml#page_72
clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Chapter06.xhtml#page_81
clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Chapter07.xhtml#page_91
clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Chapter09.xhtml#page_122
clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Chapter14.xhtml#page_184
clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Chapter15.xhtml#page_194
clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Chapter15.xhtml#page_205
clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Chapter16.xhtml#page_211
clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Chapter19.xhtml#page_261
clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Chapter19.xhtml#page_267
clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Chapter19.xhtml#page_271
clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Chapter21.xhtml#page_294
clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Chapter24.xhtml#page_346
clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Chapter24.xhtml#page_364
clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Chapter25.xhtml#page_373
clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Chapter27.xhtml#page_424
clbr://internal.invalid/book/OEBPS/xhtml/Chapter01.xhtml#page_4


INDEX

Page numbers listed correspond to the print edition of this book. You can
use your device’s search function to locate particular terms in the text.

Page numbers in italics refer to illustrations and maps. Page numbers
beginning at 467 refer to notes.

Abenakis, 70, 164, 281
Abercrombie, James, 281
Acadia, 89
Achiganaga, 137
Acoma Pueblo, Spanish massacre of, 49–50, 177
acorns, 10, 11
Adaes, 233
Adair, James, 223
Adams, John, 307
Adams, John Quincy, 391, 393
Adams-Onis Treaty (1819), 389
Adena-Hopewell civilization, 15–16
Adobe Walls, Battle of (1874), 443
African Americans:

in Revolutionary War, 317
see also intermarriage; slaves, African

Agheroense, 102
agriculture, see farming
Aguilar, José, 427
Alabamas, 199, 227, 240
Alamo, 430



Albany, N.Y., 160, 241
fur trade in, 120, 218
Iroquois trade welcomed by, 118

Albuquerque (Zuni pueblo), 44
alcohol, Native consumption of, 262, 288, 296, 298, 317, 344, 350, 367,

369
Alderman, John, 163
Alexander VI, Pope, 31
Algonquians, 53, 71, 83, 90, 102, 109

Iroquois wars with, 100, 102
Allegheny Mountains, 270
Allegheny River, 97, 265
Allouez, Claude-Jean, 110, 136
Alta California, 320

colonists in, 380
Franciscan missionaries in, 378–81
Native attacks on missions in, 380
Native inhabitants of, 378
Russian incursion into, 378
U.S. annexation of, 431

Álvarez de Piñeda, Alonso, 38
American Bottom, 16
American Fur Company, 386, 403
American Horse, 352
American identity, rise of, 304, 306
Amherst, Jeffery, 286

in call for weaponizing smallpox, 291
in Pontiac’s War, 290–91, 292
in Seven Years’ War, 281, 282, 283
use of Native auxiliaries rejected by, 292

Amherstburg, Fort, 367
Ancestral Puebloans, 14–16, 20
Andostagués, 210
Andros, Edmund, 118, 119, 120, 121, 159, 160, 165, 173
Angelina River, 231
Anishinaabegs, 139, 286, 289, 397

refugees from Iroquois absorbed by, 103–4



in Sioux country raid, 132
Anne, Queen of England, 199
Anza, Juan Bautista de, 415–16, 417

in peace negotiations with Ecueracapa, 418–20
Apache Pass, 436
Apaches, 23, 189, 256, 375, 376, 414

as allies in Pueblo Revolt, 177, 185
in attacks on Pueblos, 186
as Christian converts, 256, 412
Comanche peace with, 410
Comanche seizure of land from, 411
Comanche wars with, 255, 256, 409, 414
decentralized political system of, 420–21
expanding territory of, 182
farming by, 255, 412
Jumano conflict with, 181–82
Mexican raids by, 426–27, 442, 456
mobility of, 422, 446–47
Oregon Trail settlers attacked by, 434
in raids on New Mexico and Texas, 413
reservations of, 422, 426, 441–42, 447, 455–56
sold into slavery, 422–23
southern plains abandoned by, 257–58
U.S. wars with, 436, 441, 442, 455–56
U.S. westward expansion constrained by, 445
see also Chiricahua Apaches; Jicarilla Apaches; Lipan Apaches;

Mescalero Apaches
Apalachees, 40–41, 46–47, 68, 199, 201

as decimated by disease and slave raids, 242
as major regional power, 224, 227
in slave-hunting raids, 200

Apalachicola River, 205, 385
Appalachian Mountains, 47, 60, 88, 244, 258, 306

as natural barrier between colonists and Natives, 260
Appomattucks, 174
Arapahos, x

Lakota alliance with, 401, 438, 439



Oregon Trail settlers attacked by, 434
U.S. war with, 438

Arapooish, 401
Aravaipa Canyon, 446
Argall, Samuel, 65
Arikaras, 22, 253, 351, 355, 448

Lakota alliance with, 254
Lakota clashes with, 404
as Lakota vassals, 356, 361
smallpox epidemic among, 353

Arkansas Post, 221, 222
Arkansas River, 221, 223, 255, 407–8, 413
Arkansas Territory, Cherokee removal to, 387–88
Arkansas Valley, 222, 354, 418, 420

Osage control of, 224
Army, U.S., 340, 349, 374, 406, 445, 447, 451

in Apache wars, 436, 442, 456
in Comanche wars, 431, 443
in Seminole wars, 388, 389, 390
in wars on Plains Indians, 434, 438, 440, 441, 446, 448–50

Artaguiette, Pierre, d’, 235
Articles of Confederation, 326
Assawompset Neck, 154
Assiniboines, 139, 236, 448, 454

Lakota clashes with, 404
as traders, 252

Astor, John Jacob, 365, 386, 403
Atagulgalu, 283
Atahualpa, Incan emperor, 32
Athore, 40
Atikamekws, 117
Atkin, Edmond, 242, 273
atlatl, 9
atrocities:

by colonists, xiii, 33, 295, 314, 325
Dakotas convicted of, 437–38
by Iroquois, 112



see also genocidal violence
Attakullakulla, 303, 306
Augusta, Fort, 290
Aupaumut, Hendrick, 314
Avoyelles, in Pontiac’s War, 297
Aztec Empire, 21, 254

Spanish conquest of, 31–32, 43

Babson, Ebenezer, 166
Bacon, Elizabeth, 171, 172
Bacon, Nathaniel, 171–73
Bahamas, 38
Baja California, 43, 378
Baltimore, Lord, 172
Barbados, 197
Bayagoulas, 216
Beade, 368
beans, cultivation of, 13, 14, 15, 20, 41, 97, 185, 232, 253, 255, 356, 421
Bear River Massacre, 453
Beauharnois, Charles de La Boische, Marquis de, 219, 226, 229
Beauharnois, Fort, Sioux control of, 228–29
beaver pelts, trade in, 75, 91, 92, 120, 124, 130, 141, 171, 176, 355, 364,

454
see also fur trade

Bella Coolas, 377
Benavides, Alonso de, 179
Bent, Charles and William, 425
Benton, Thomas Hart, 405
Bent’s Fort, 425
Bering, Vitus, 377
Beringia, 3
Berkeley, William, 68, 161, 168, 169, 170

Bacon’s rebellion against, 171–73
Beschefer, Thierry, 123
Bienville, Jean-Baptiste Le Moyne de, 215–16, 219, 221, 222, 235
Bighorn Mountains, 404
Big Horse, 360



Big Spring, 426
Big Timbers, 418, 420, 423, 425
Biloxi, French settlement of, 216
bison, 6, 141, 250, 257

Americans’ slaughter of, 445
as central to Comanche way of life, 412, 423
communal hunting of, 23, 402
dwindling numbers of, 441, 445
expanded range of, 21–22
first Americans as hunters of, 9–10
horses in hunting of, 401, 402
Lakota control of hunting of, 356
Lakota reliance on, 351, 435
as major food source for Natives, 23, 403
Native respect and reverence for, 9–10

Black Buffalo, 359, 361–62
Blackfish, 314
Blackfoot, 23, 448, 453–54, 460

European weapons acquired by, 252
in first encounters with horses, 249–51

Black Hawk (Oglala spokesman), 407
Black Hawk (Sauk leader), 397
Black Hawk War, 397–98
Black Hills (Pahá Sápa), 23

1857 Lakota conference in, 435
gold in, 435, 448
Lakota expulsion of rival nations from, 401
as Lakota spiritual center, 351, 353, 356, 374, 400–401, 448
as political center of the Lakota nation, 400–401, 404
U.S. desire to evict Lakotas from, 448–49
U.S. seizure of, 450

Black Hoof, 343
Black Kettle, 440
Bloody Run, Battle of (1763), 291
Blount, William, 341
Bolsón de Mapimí, 426
Bonsecours, Fort, 141



Boone, Daniel, 303, 306, 314, 324
Boston, Mass., 150–51

founding of, 73–74
siege of, 308

Boston Massacre, 307
Boston Tea Party, 304
Bougainville, Louis-Antoine de, 283
Bouquet, Henry, 291, 294, 297, 298
Bourgmont, Étienne de, 223
Bourke, John Gregory, 456–57
Bowles, William Augustus, 331
Bozeman Trail, x, 439, 440
Braddock, Edward, 271–72

Ohio Country expedition of, 272–74
Bradford, William, 73
Bradstreet, John, 294, 295, 297–98
Brant, Joseph (Thayendanegea), 270, 271, 314, 319, 325, 328, 335, 340
Brant, Molly, 314
Brazos River, 255
Brebœuf, Jean de, 111
Brims, 201
British army, 304, 316, 317, 318

in Braddock’s disastrous Ohio campaign, 274
as unused to Natives’ asymmetrical warfare, 276

British navy, 281
Brownstown (Wyandot settlement), 335
Bry, Theodore de, 30
Buck Watie (Elias Boudinot), 398
buffalo, see bison
Bull Run, Second Battle of (1862), 437
Bureau of Indian Affairs, 392, 396
Bushy Run Creek, Battle of (1764), 295
Byzantium, 25

Cabello y Robles, Domingo, 416, 417
Cabeza de Vaca, Álvar Núñez, 40–42, 195
Cabot, Sebastian, 52, 53–54



Caboto, Giovanni, 52, 53
Caddos, 47–48, 211, 216, 224, 225, 232, 432

as major regional power, 233–34
trade network of, 48

Cadillac, Antoine de La Mothe, 221, 232
Cahokia (French settlement), 217, 218, 303
Cahokia (Mound Builder city), 16–19, 17, 210, 397
Calhoun, John C., 392
California (U.S. territory/state):

gold rush in, 405, 432, 433
murder and deportation of Natives in, 433
unhindered access to as U.S. goal, 432–33, 434
U.S. annexation of, 431

California, Spanish, see Alta California; Baja California
calumet ceremony, 72, 130, 131, 140, 225, 299, 351–52
Calusas, 54–56, 68

Ponce de León defeated by, 37–38
Camones, 41
Camp Grant Massacre, 446
Canada:

First Nation reservations in, 462
Lakota expansion into, 441

Canada, British, 319, 332, 338, 346, 357, 366, 386
Canada, French, see New France
Canada, subarctic, Native and European coexistence in, 454
Canadian River, 255
Canaghquieson, 302
Canandaigua, Treaty of (1794), 328
Canary Islands, 32

Spanish conquest of, 27, 29
Canassatego, 261
Canonchet, 157, 159
Canyon de Chelly, 436
Cape Cod, 72
Cape Cod Bay, 70
Caribbean, 37, 59, 346

Columbus’s arrival in, 28–29



devastating effect of European diseases in, 30–31
Native slaves exported to, 200
Native trade and diplomatic networks in, 37
Spain’s waning interest in, 38

Carlisle Indian Industrial School, 459
Carolina Colony:

colonists and slaves imported from West Indies to, 196–97
Native trade with, 197
smallpox epidemic in, 198–99
Tuscaroras and, 197, 200
White-Native marriages in, 198
see also North Carolina; South Carolina

Caroline, Fort, 54
Caroline, Queen of England, 204
Carson, Kit, 441, 443
Cartagena, 59
Cartier, Jacques, 53, 70
Carver, John, 72
Cass, Lewis, 372, 396
Castile, kingdom of, 27
Catawbas, 199, 202, 207–8, 312, 460

English trade with, 262
Europeans as viewed by, 195
independence from Iroquois and colonists asserted by, 262
Iroquois peace with, 268
Iroquois wars with, 214, 261–62
Native map of, 193–94, 194
refugees in alliance with, 243, 244
in Seven Years’ War, 281
in slave-hunting raids, 200
survival strategies of, 243–44

Catholics, Catholicism, 32, 55, 67, 89, 112, 139, 172, 188, 189, 217, 334
see also specific missionary orders

Catlin, George, 424
Cayugas, 98, 106, 117, 173, 316

see also Iroquois League; Seneca-Cayugas
Cayuses, 433, 451



Châtel, Antoine Crozat, Marquis du, 219
Chépart, Sieur de, 225
Chaco Canyon, 14
Chalaakaathas, 238, 239
Champlain, Lake, 283
Champlain, Samuel de, 90, 93, 100

in founding of New France, 89–90
good relations with Natives nurtured by, 89–91
in treaty with Mohawks, 92

Changing Woman, 7
Chaouchas, French attack on, 226
Charbonneau, Toussaint, 363
Charles II, King of England, 173, 174

restoration of, 196
Charles III, King of Spain, 286, 416
Charles Town, S.C., 193, 197, 201, 202
Charles V, King of Spain, 33
Chartres, Fort, 218
Chattahoochee River, 205
Chauchetière, Claude, 126
Chaves, Francisco Xavier, 416, 417
Cheeshateaumuck, Caleb, 150
Chequamegon (Great Lakes village), 131, 132
Cherokee Constitution (1827), 392–93
Cherokee National Council, 390, 393
Cherokee Nation v. Georgia, 395
Cherokee Phoenix, 398
Cherokees, 202, 292, 311, 312, 319, 391, 445

in alliance with Spanish Florida, 330
as British allies in Seven Years’ War, 280–81
Carolina settlers in wars with, 283, 284, 310
coexistence strategy of, 390–91
colonists’ competition for trade with, 263, 265–66
Comanche trade with, 427
communitarian ethos of, 204
decentralized political system of, 263
as dominant power in Southeast, 193–94, 195, 204, 265, 283, 460



farming by, 329, 390–91
Ghost Dance movement among, 388
in Indian Confederacy, 339
kinship ties as all-important to, 204
land cession by, 330, 387, 398–99
origin story of, 6
in Pontiac’s War, 289–90
racial intermarriage banned by, 392, 396
removal of, 387–88, 399
separatist movement among, 306
in 1792 attacks on settlers, 330
as sovereign nation, 392–93, 445
Supreme Court cases of, 395, 398
U.S. “civilization” program and, 349, 350
Virginia as primary trading partner of, 266
women as powerful political and economic actors among, 197, 280

Chesapeake Bay, 52, 262
Chesepiooc (Powhatan town), 59–60
Cheyennes, x

Dog Soldiers of, 435–36
Lakota alliance with, 401, 438, 439, 449, 451
Oregon Trail settlers attacked by, 434
as Sioux allies, 141
U.S. war with, 438
U.S. westward expansion constrained by, 445

Chichén Itzá, 21
Chichimeca War, 178
Chickahominy River, 62
Chickasaws, 193, 197, 217, 245, 292, 315, 390, 391

Choctaws and, 227, 312, 315
colonists’ competition for trade with, 263
decentralized political system of, 263
failed French war against, 235
land sold by, 393
Louisiana supply convoys raided by, 234
as major regional power, 224
Native alliances forged by, 312



rival factions of, 330–31
in Seven Years’ War, 281
women, political and social power of, 197

Chief Joseph, 451
Chihuahua, 182, 422, 423, 427
children, Native American, White murder of, 80, 158, 162, 163, 164, 277,

325, 342, 397, 415, 425, 439–40, 454, 458
Chile, slave revolts in, 180
China, 27
Chippewas, 137, 328, 454
Chiquito, José, 418
Chiricahua Apaches, 422, 426–27, 434, 447, 456

in removal from Fort Sill, 456
U.S. war with, 436

Chitimachas, 221
Chivington, John, 438–39
Choctaw Academy, 393–94
Choctaws, 193–94, 195, 197, 201, 204, 206, 217, 245, 265, 285, 292, 310,

312, 315, 390, 391, 394, 399
in alliance with France, 227–28
Carolinians’ conflict with, 201
Carolinians’ trade with, 234–35
Chickasaws and, 227, 312, 315
civil war among, 264
colonists’ competition for trade with, 263, 264
Comanche raids on, 443
decentralized political system of, 263
as dominant power in lower Mississippi Valley, 193–94, 195, 204, 224,

227–28
education embraced by, 394
English trade with, 228
land cession by, 396
Natchez wars with, 225, 228
in Pontiac’s War, 296, 297
removal of, 395–96
trade cloth produced by, 390–91
women, political and social power of, 197



cholera, 396, 406
Chota, as center for pro-British Natives, 310
Chouteau, Pierre, 365
Chouteau family, 354
Chowans, 195–96
Christianity, 31

Apache converts to, 256, 412
conversion of Natives to, as moral crusade, 31, 49, 114, 136
evangelical, 395, 459
Iroquois acceptance of, 124, 126
Native’s denunciation of, 73
Native spiritualism and, 287, 350, 367–68
Native women as converts to, 93, 126, 149–50
New England Natives as converts to, 124, 148–50, 152, 153, 154, 157,

159, 160–61, 308
Pueblos and, 178, 188, 189, 255
see also specific denominations

chunkey games, 19
Cibola, 43, 44
Civil War, U.S., 437, 439, 442, 443, 458–59
Clark, George Rogers, 315, 316–17, 335
Clark, William, 357–65, 396
Clear Blue Earth, 407
Coacoochee, 400
Coahuila, 256, 413, 423
Cochise, 436, 442, 447
Cockacoeske, 174
Codallos y Rabál, Joachin, 409–10
Code Noir, 215
Cofitachequis, 47, 68, 195
Colbert, Jean-Baptiste, 121–22, 176

New France policies of, 115–16
colonialism, xi, xii, xiii, 68, 75, 139, 196, 216, 489

English, 56, 79, 152–53
French, 44, 53, 88–89, 108, 210–11, 219, 236, 258
mercantilism and, 59
Native diplomatic responses to, 262–63, 308



Native resistance to, 189–90, 237, 371, 374, 445, 459–63
power invested in state by, x
Spanish, 27, 33, 45, 51, 54, 55, 94, 108, 185, 186, 201, 375
treaties as tool of, 381

Colorado River, 426
Columbian Exchange, 32, 258
Columbus, Christopher, ix, 27–29, 30
Comanchería, 258, 413, 415, 421, 422, 427, 431, 443
Comanches, 189, 251, 451

Apache lands seized by, 411
Apache wars with, 255, 256, 409, 412–13, 414, 417
apogee of, 428–29
bison hunts as central to, 257, 412, 423
centralized political system attempted by, 419–20
Cherokee trade with, 427
diet of, 412, 421
as dominant power in Southwest, 257–58, 409, 410, 413, 420, 428–29,

443–45, 444, 460–61
1850s decline and recovery of, 443
French trade with, 410–11, 413
horse herds of, 254, 257, 402, 412, 413, 420, 423, 425–26
imperial strategy of, 428–29
Kiowas as allies of, 423–24, 426, 443
Mexican raids of, 423–24, 425–26, 427, 428, 460–61
in migration to Southwest, 254
Native allies of, 414
New Mexico raids of, 254–55, 409, 410
New Mexico war with, 415–16, 417
in peace negotiations with Spanish, 416–20
in peace with Apaches, 410
in 1751 peace with New Mexico, 411
slave raids by, 256, 409, 427
slaves of, 425–26
smallpox epidemic among, 415–16, 417, 421
Sun Dance of, 420
territory of, see Comanchería
Texas land cession to, 425



trade networks of, 420, 421–22, 425, 427–28
in trade with Spanish, 409, 410–11
U.S. war with, 443, 448
U.S. westward expansion constrained by, 445
Ute alliance with, 254–56, 257, 409, 410, 411
in war with Texas, 424–25

commerce, see trade
Common Sense (Paine), 307
Company of One Hundred Associates, 92, 116
Company of the West, 219–20, 226
Conchos, 189
Conestogas, Paxton Boys’ attacks on, 295–96
Confederation Congress, 326, 330
Connecticut, 86–87, 88, 147

interior land claims of, 329
Iroquois alliance with, 118–20
Narragansett treaty with, 87

Connecticut River, 77, 78–79, 97
conquistadors, 28–29

enslavement of Natives by, 29–31, 33, 37, 39, 50
influence of Reconquista on, 27, 28, 32, 42, 58
as slaves of Natives, 54
spreading Christianity as moral crusade of, 31, 49
superior technology of, 30, 32, 33

Continental Army, 313
Native soldiers in, 308, 309

Continental Congress, 305, 308, 309
Corbusier, William, 352
Córdoba, 27
corn (maiz), cultivation of, 6, 12–13, 14, 15, 20, 41, 97, 185, 232, 253, 255,

356, 421
Corn Mother, 48
Cornstalk, 305, 313
Cornwallis, Charles, Lord, 317
Coronado, Francisco Vázquez de, 44–45
Coronelli, Vincenzo Maria, 181
Corpa, Pedro de, 56



Corps of Discovery (Lewis and Clark expedition), 358–59, 361–62
Cortés, Hernán, 31–32, 43
cotton industry, Natives as impediment to, 390, 391
Courcelle, Daniel de Rémy de, 129
coureurs de bois, 121–22
Coushattas, in slave-hunting raids, 199
Covenant Chain, 118, 120, 124, 126, 156, 241, 301
Coweta (Muscogee town), 205
Craven, Charles, 201
Crawford, William, 325–26
Crazy Horse, 439, 447–48, 449, 450
Crees, 132, 139, 236, 252, 453, 454
Creoles, 334–35, 386, 397
Crockett, Davy, 398
Croghan, George, 285, 299
Croix, Teodoro de, 415
Crook, George, 456
Crows, 23, 252, 363, 407, 441, 448

Lakota clashes with, 401, 403–4
Cruzat, Francisco Zavier, 332–33
Cuba, 30, 39, 256
Cuerno Verde, the elder, 414, 419
Cuerno Verde, the younger, 414, 415, 419
Cumberland Gap, 306
Custer, George Armstrong, 448

in attack on Black Kettle’s village, 440
death of, x–xi, 449

Custer’s Last Stand, x–xi

Dakotas, 219, 236, 351, 352, 364, 394
French trade with, 228–29
mass roundups and executions of, 


437–38
see also Sioux Confederacy

Declaration of Independence, 307
deer, 18, 22, 151–52
Deerfield, Mass., French-Native attack on, 214



deerskins, 197, 201, 208, 222, 234, 262, 263
Defiance, Fort, 436
Deganawidah (Peacemaker), 98, 105
Delaware River, 97
Delaware Valley, 174
De La Warr, John West, Baron, 64
Denig, Edwin Thompson, 402
Denonville, Jacques-René de Brisay de, 176, 212
DePeyster, Arent, 318
Detroit, Fort, 318, 342, 396

Battle of (1812), 371–72
clashes between Natives at, 218–19
Pontiac’s retreat from, 293–94
Pontiac’s siege of, 289, 290

D’Ewes, Simonds, 100
diet, of Native Americans, 4–5, 10, 13, 22, 242, 253, 412, 421

see also bison; specific crops
Dinétah, 7, 441–42
Dinwiddie, Robert, 273, 277
diseases, European:

devastating effect on Natives of, 30–31, 32, 39, 47, 58, 100–101, 170,
198, 237, 378

see also specific diseases and Indigenous nations
Doegs, 169
Dog Soldiers, 435–36
Donnacona, 53
Dorion, Pierre, 360, 361
Dragging Canoe, 306, 310, 339
Drake, Francis, 59
“Draught of the Cherokee Country, A” (Timberlake), 311
droughts, 19, 20, 180, 186, 443, 448
Dulhut, Daniel Greysolon, 137–40
Dunmore, John Murray, Earl of, 304–5, 


317
Duquesne, Fort, 229, 269, 278, 281

Braddock’s expedition against, 272–74
British capture of, 281–82



Durant, Sophia, 198
Dutch:

Britain’s wars with, 116
commercial mindset of, 81–82
in exit from North America, 146
imperial mindset developed by, 83
Iroquois trade with, 81–82, 116
Mohawk relations with, 82, 92, 100, 102, 108
Natives viewed as trading partners by, 74–75
Raritans massacred by, 83–85
in wampum trade, 75

Dutch Republic, 71
Dutch West India Company, 81, 82, 83

East Indies, 27–28
Easton, John, 154–55
Easton, Pa., British-Native summit in, 278–79
Ecueracapa, in peace negotiations with Spanish, 416–20
Eeyawquittoowauconnuck (“Brothertown”), 310
Eglise, Jacques d,’ 355
El Cuartelejo, 182, 183, 256
Eliot, John, 149, 154
Elizabeth I, Queen of England, 56, 152
El Paso del Norte, New Mexico colonists’ retreat to, 184–85
encomienda labor system, 32, 178–79, 182, 188, 379
Endicott, John, 78, 78
England, see Great Britain
English colonists:

and Braddock’s Ohio defeat, 275
Catawbas trade with, 262
in competition for Native trade, 263–66
as confined to coastal region, 145, 243, 258
dispossession of Natives replaced by alliances in policies of, 195–96
expanding French-Native middle ground as threat to, 236
French conflicts with, 121, 212, 267
growing population of, 198, 207, 266, 302–3
Hakluyt’s call for, 56–57



Iroquois’ 1722 treaty with, 241
Iroquois alliances with, 118–20, 122, 125, 126, 128
Iroquois trade with, 200
land hunger of, see land hunger
in land ownership disputes with Natives, 260
Natives as indentured servants and laborers in, 207
Natives’ loss of previous rights in, 208
Natives seen as exploitable and expendable by, 199
Royal Proclamation line and, 293, 295
in Seven Years’ War, 276–77
see also New England; specific colonies

Erie, Fort, 299
Erie, Lake, 97, 114
Eries, 104, 106, 114–15, 126, 272

driven west by Iroquois, 103–4
Española, 30, 31
Estebanico, 42, 43
Etherington, Robert, 291–92
Ethiopian Regiment, 317
Euchees, 200
evasive strategies, of Natives, 178, 251, 308, 442, 456, 460
Evening Star, 6
Everett, Edward, 398

Fagundes, João Álvares, 53
Fallen Timbers, Battle of (1794), 342
farming, by colonists:

English, 64, 76–77, 151, 152, 203, 207, 243
in New France, 215
three-field system of, 25
see also land hunger, of colonists and settlers

farming, by Natives:
Apache, 255, 412
Cherokee, 390–91
Comanches and, 421
impact of Little Ice Age on, 20
in Missouri Valley, 253, 352–54, 356



in New England, 207
Osage, 225
in precontact Americas, 13–16, 20
Pueblo, 179–80
success at, 46
women’s role in, 14, 48, 62, 66, 99, 149, 152, 225, 242, 263, 277, 315,

368
see also specific crops

Feast of the Dead, 134
Ferdinand, King of Aragon, 28, 31
Fetterman, William J., 439, 448
feudal system, European, 25–26
Finger Lakes, 98
First Cavalry, U.S., 435
First Man, 7
First Nation peoples, 462
First Woman, 7
Five Nations, see Iroquois League
Flatheads, 252, 448
Florida, 39, 88

Narváez’s failed invasion of, 39–42
Ponce de León’s failed invasions of, 37–38
Soto’s expedition to, 46–48

Florida, Spanish, 216, 238, 242, 373
American settlers in, 334
American slave raids in, 389
British in, 388
Cherokee alliance with, 330
Franciscans in, 56
French incursion into, 54
fugitive slaves in, 385, 388
Guale wars in, 55–56
as haven for fugitive slaves, 204
Jesuits in, 54–56
limited Spanish control of, 258
Menéndez as governor of, 54–55
Moore’s invasion of, 199



Muscogee alliance with, 201
Natives as dominant population of, 145–46, 320
racial mixing in, 55
shrinking Native population of, 200
U.S. annexation of, 331

Flying Crow, 309
Forbes, John, 281–82
Fort Harmar, Treaty of (1789), 336
Fort Laramie, Treaty of (1868), 440, 450
Fort Stanwix, Treaty of (1768), 301–2
Fort Stanwix, Treaty of (1784), 328
France:

Britain’s wars with, 26, 347; see also Seven Years’ War
early colonial efforts of, 53, 88–89
imperial ambitions of, 214–15, 219–20
Louisiana sold to U.S. by, 348–49
Mississippi watershed leased to Law by, 219–20
North American colonies of, see Louisiana, French; New France
North American expeditions of, 52
route to China as goal of, 229–30

Franciscan missionaries:
in California, 378–81
in Florida, 56
Native attacks on, 380
Native customs and religions attacked by, 183, 379–80
in New Mexico, 48–50, 178–83

Franklin, Benjamin, 272, 292
French Revolution (1789), 335
Frontenac, Fort, 119, 121, 125, 127, 146, 175, 281

Iroquois attack on, 119
Frontenac, Louis de Buade, comte de, 124, 125
fur trade, 339, 368, 453

in British Canada, 324
in Canadian subarctic, 454
English colonists in, 120, 218
Iroquois attempt to control, 218
in Missouri Valley, 353, 354, 404



in New France, 89, 92, 103, 114, 115, 116, 121, 122; see also Great
Lakes region, fur trade in

in Northwest Coast, 377–78
in Platte Valley, 403, 404

Gage, Thomas, 303, 304, 308
in Pontiac’s War, 294, 296, 297, 298

Gaines, Edmund P., 397
Gall, 438
Galphin, George, 204
Galphinton, Treaty of (1785), 327
Gälûñ’lätï, 6
Gálvez, Bernardo de, 376–77, 416
Gálvez, José de, 376
Genet, Edmond Charles, 335
genocidal violence:

by American settlers, 324–25, 433, 461
by colonists, xiii, 80, 147, 161, 163, 164, 208, 219, 275, 295
as U.S. policy, 323, 374–75, 438–39, 461

George, Lake, 279
George II, King of England, 204
Georgia, 88, 205, 236

Choctaw trade with, 228
fear of slave rebellions in, 204
founding of, 202–3
gold rush in, 394
Indian removal embraced by, 391–92, 393
interior land claims of, 329
Malcontents in, 206
Muscogee land ceded to, 327
Muscogee treaty with, 205–6
slavery originally banned in, 203–4
utopian ideals of, 203

Georgian Bay, 91, 113
Georgia Trustees, 203, 204, 206
Geronimo, 442, 456
Geronimo de Los Taos (mission), 256



Ghent, Treaty of (1814), 386
Ghost Dance movement, 388, 458
gifts, gift giving:

by British, 317
as central to Native culture, 17, 99, 135, 174
colonial rivalries and, 267
by English colonists, 63, 72, 119, 162, 270, 298
in Feast of the Dead, 134
by French, 123, 133, 216, 222, 225, 227, 234–35
murder assuaged by, 130, 337
Native leaders’ redistribution of, 24, 55, 360
by Spanish, 55, 409, 416
by U.S. agents, 360, 407–8

Gilbert, Raleigh, 71
Gladwin, Henry, 293
Glaize, Indian Confederacy headquarters at, 339, 341
Gloucester, Mass., 166
Gnadenhütten (Lenape town), massacre at, 324–25
gold:

in Black Hills, 435, 448
in California, 405, 432, 433
conquistador obsession with, 29, 30, 31, 40
in Georgia, 394
in Montana, 439
and U.S. westward expansion, 405, 435–36

Good, Dorothy, 166
Good, Sarah, 166–67
Good News of Peace and Power, 98, 105
Gookin, Charles, 240
Gordon, Patrick, 203
Granada, 27, 28
Grand Banks (Great Fishery), 52, 89, 91, 94
Grand Coete, 316
Grande Gaule, La, 129
Grand Settlement (1701), 213–14, 218, 270
Grant, Ulysses S., 446
Grattan, John, 434



Great Basin, 23, 414
Great Britain:

Dutch wars with, 116
in Jay Treaty with U.S., 342
North American colonies of, see English colonists; specific colonies
North American expeditions of, 52
in post–Revolutionary War alliance with Natives, 332
in wars with France, 26, 347; see also Seven Years’ War
in war with Spain, 315, 323

Great Buzzard, 6
Greater Antilles, see Caribbean
Great Fishery (Grand Banks), 52, 89, 91, 94
Great Lakes Indians, 209

French abandonment of, 140–41
French alliances with, 219
French protection sought by, 130–31
French usefulness to, 139
multicultural society of, 130
as refugees from Iroquois violence, 130
Sioux as enemies of, 131–32, 140
symbolic kinship ties among, 130

Great Lakes region, 74, 91, 135, 209, 253, 286, 309
Bradstreet’s failed campaign in, 297–98
British army in, 318
French imperialist ambitions in, 212
French-Native middle ground in, 134–39, 135, 209–10, 218, 229
French traders in, 131, 334
fur trade in, 91, 121, 123, 131, 133, 139, 334–35
Iroquois invasions of, 107, 123, 124, 125, 130
Jesuit missionaries in, 110, 131, 132, 136, 138
Native dominance in, 319, 323
Native-French marriages in, 138–39, 335
Native-settler conflict in, 381
Odawas as leading traders in, 120
Ojibwe-Menominee murder trial in, 136–38
refugees from Iroquois violence in, 103–4

Great Law of Peace, 98



Great League of Peace and Power, see Iroquois League
Great North Road, 14
Great Plains, 225, 249, 252, 255

coevolution of grasses and grazing animals in, 421
Lakota Empire in, 400–405, 406–7, 440–41, 444, 445, 448, 460, 461
Lakota rivals expelled from, 403
Native migrations to, 23
U.S. attempt to establish Native domains in, 406–8
wild horse herds in, 401–2

Great Sioux Reservation, 440, 449
Great Southwestern Rebellion, see Pueblo Revolt
Great Swamp, 157, 158, 158
Great Trading Path, 244, 262
Greenville, Fort, 368
Greenville, Treaty of (1795), 343
Gros Ventres, 454
Guadalupe Hidalgo, Treaty of (1848), 431, 442
Guales, 55–56, 68
Guanches, 27
Guaranís, 379
Guersec, 417
Gulf coast, 216, 334, 373

French claims in, see Louisiana, French
Spanish claims in, see Florida, Spanish

guns:
as decisive factor in Native-colonial conflicts, 289
as early European advantage over Natives, 30, 61

guns, Native acquisition of:
from British army, 313, 316, 332, 370
by Comanches, 257, 409, 410, 420, 422, 428
from English colonists, 63, 76, 85, 86, 262, 266, 270
from French, 91, 110, 114, 131, 133–34, 138, 140, 223, 228, 229, 234,

297–98, 334, 410
as intertribal arms race, 250, 253, 353
intertribal trade in, 252, 354, 420
by Lakotas, 253, 355, 428, 440–41
by Sioux, 133–34, 140, 229



from Spanish, 354, 409, 414, 417, 428
Guonique, 423
Guwisguwi (John Ross), 387, 392, 393, 398

Haidas, 377
Hakluyt, Richard, colonization promoted by, 56–57
Half Man, 361
Hamilton, Henry, 316, 317
Hand, Edward, 314
Harlow, Edward, 70
Harmar, Josiah, 336
Harney, William, 434–35
Harrison, William Henry, 366, 369, 370

Prophetstown burned by, 371
Hartford, Treaty of (1638), 86–87
Harvard Indian College, 150
Harvard College, 151, 154
Hasinais, 231–32, 414, 432
Haudenosaunee, see Iroquois
Hawkins, Benjamin, 329, 331, 350, 371, 372, 373
Henderson, Richard, 306
Hennepin, Louis, 121
Henry VII, King of England, 53–54
Hiawatha, 98–99, 105
Hidalgo, Francisco, 231–32
Hidatsas, 22, 253, 356, 361, 363, 448

Lakota clashes with, 404
smallpox epidemic among, 353

High Forehead, 434
Hillis Harjo, 372
Hispaniola, ix, 30
Hoboithle Micco, 327
Ho-Chunks, 335, 369, 371
Hohokams, 13–14, 16, 20
Homestead Act (1862), 438
Hopis, 178
horses, 141



Comanches and, 254, 257, 402, 412, 413, 420, 423, 425–26
grasslands as food source for, 251
introduction to Americas by Spanish, 30, 33
as key to Native dominance of Trans-Mississippi West, 450
as key to Native mobility, 182, 422, 428, 450
Lakotas and, 252–53, 350–51, 401–2, 403, 404
Pueblo trade in, 189
rapid spread of, 249
as technological revolution for Native Americans, 189, 249–51

Horseshoe Bend, 374
Houmas, 227
House of Burgesses, Virginia, 172, 275
Houston, Sam, 425
Hoyter, 195
Hudson, Henry, 74
Hudson Bay, 52, 121, 236, 252
Hudson River, 74, 81, 97
Hudson’s Bay Company, 433, 453, 454, 455
Hudson Valley, 283, 303, 314
Huguenots, 54
Hull, William, 372
human sacrifice, 18
Hunkpapa Lakotas, 357, 438
hunter-gatherers, Natives as, 3, 5, 8–11
Huron, Lake, 104, 110
Hurons, see Wyandots
Hyde, Edward, 200

Iatiku, 179
Iberia:

Christian reconquest of, see Reconquista
Muslim conquest of, 26

Iberville, Pierre Le Moyne, Sieur, d’, 

215–16

ice age, last, 3, 8, 9
Ice Age, Little, 19, 20–22, 25, 30, 238
Iktómi, 351



Illinis, 219, 223, 227, 325, 331, 335, 369
as dominant power in middle Mississippi Valley, 217–18, 224
French aid against Sioux sought by, 136
French alliances with, 119, 122, 124, 127–28, 209–10, 226
Iroquois as enemies of, 110, 119, 122, 123, 124, 125, 129, 210
Iroquois peace treaties with, 213
territory of, 121, 129, 211

Illinois Country, British, 299
continued French presence in, 297
Pontiac’s War in, 297
Revolutionary War in, 316

Illinois Country, French, 210, 217, 218, 222, 234, 235, 265
attempted removal of Natives from, 219
as key to France’s American ambitions, 235
Louisiana given jurisdiction over, 220

Illinois Country, as U.S. territory, 367, 397–98
Illinois River, 104
Illinois Valley, 238
Inca Empire, 21, 32
India, 27
Indian Confederacy, 325–26, 330, 332, 335–36, 338–42, 344, 381, 459–60
Indian Office, U.S., 395, 399, 406, 452, 458, 459
Indian Peace Commission, 441, 443
Indian removal, 408

of Cherokees, 387–88, 399
of Choctaws, 396
Jackson and, 394–95
of Muscogees, 396
Native resistance to, 391–92, 397–98
Natives as fugitives from, 399–400
in Northwest Territory, 396–97
as racially motivated, 391–92
rapes and murders in, 396
of Seminoles, 389, 399–400
of Shawnees, 396

Indian Removal Act (1830), 394, 398
Indian Territory, 366, 369, 370, 391, 394, 397, 399, 427, 443, 452



Indigenous North Americans, see Native Americans
Inkpáduta, 438
in Sioux alliance, 365–67
Instructions for Governing the Interior Provinces of New Spain (Gálvez),

376
intermarriage:

between Blacks and Natives, 207, 392, 396
between Native nations, 141; see also kinship, kinship networks
between Whites and Natives, 138–39, 188, 204, 330, 335, 368

Iowas, 253, 335, 397, 421
Ireland, 58
Iroquoia, 123–24

farming as key to population growth in, 97
importance of rivers in, 97

Iroquois (Haudenosaunee), 5–6, 53, 90, 91
as Christian converts, 124, 126
devastating effect of smallpox on, 101, 105, 116, 123, 127, 210
Dutch trade with, 81–82
intertribal conflict among, 97
origin story of, 5–6
spirituality of, 97, 100–102, 104–5, 107, 111, 123, 124
women’s central role in politics and society of, 99–100, 104–5
see also Iroquois League; specific nations

Iroquois-French relations:
alliances in, 116
contested French expansion into Mississippi Valley, 210
French attacks in, 212
French subservience in, 123, 124–25, 126, 127–28, 129–30
French underestimation of Iroquois power in, 107–8
Iroquois attacks in, 103, 113, 119
Iroquois attacks on Native allies of French, 175–76, 218
peace treaties, 114, 116, 127–28
as power struggle, 125
1701 Grand Settlement in, 213

Iroquois League, 82, 190, 197, 286, 305, 310, 336, 459–60
in aftermath of Seven Years’ War, 287
in attempt to control fur trade, 218



captives adopted by, 105, 107, 125
Catawbas’ conflict with, 261–62
civil war among, 312–13
consensual politics of, 99, 114, 128
as dependent on European trade, 213
diminished military power of, 337
as dominant power in Northeast, 106, 107, 120, 123, 125, 126, 129–30,

173, 241, 460
as driven by desire for solidarity and power, 104, 109
English colonial governors’ 1722 treaty with, 241
English colonists’ alliances with, 118–20, 122, 125, 126, 128, 240
English traders courted by, 100, 218
English trade with, 200
envoys sent to London by, 199–200
foreign policy of, 114, 118, 119, 122–23, 124, 125, 176, 213, 214
Fort Frontenac attacked by, 119
founding of, 97–98
geographical advantage of, 128–29
Great Council of, 98
Great Lakes region invasions by, 107, 122–23, 124
hands-off relations between Sioux and, 141
Illinis’ conflicts with, 210
Jesuits attacked by, 110–11, 112
Lenapes ejected from Iroquois lands by, 261
in loss of Dutch trade, 116
military prowess of, 105–6, 108
Mississippi Valley expansion of, 210–11
mobility of, 97, 128
moral authority of, 337
mourning wars of, 101–2, 104–5, 104, 112, 115, 124, 210, 214
Muscogee alliance with, 201–2
neutrality in French-English conflicts pledged by, 213
in Ohio Country, 106, 266–67, 271, 302, 320
Ohio Country claims ceded by, 328
peace initiatives of, 102–3, 107
in peace talks with Wyandots, 102, 213
in peace with Catawbas, 268



Penn’s land transfer agreements with, 174–75
Pennsylvania’s alliance with, 259
Piedmont nations attacked by, 214
in Pontiac’s War, 294, 296
Revolutionary War neutrality of, 309
in ritual adoption of executed captives, 105
in Seven Years’ War, 268–69, 270, 279, 280, 282, 283, 301
smallpox epidemic among, 210
subjugated enemies absorbed by, 120, 123–24
territorial expansion of, 117–18, 120–21, 296
trade and diplomatic alliances forged by, 108
in treaties with New York, 176
Tuscaroras’ joining of, 241
U.S. treaties with, 336–37
wampum demanded as currency by, 108–9
warfare as means of repopulating members of, 101–2, 104, 107
in wars on Wyandots, 100, 101, 103–4, 106, 110, 112–14, 122, 218

Isabel, Queen of Castile, 28, 31
Isatai, 443, 445
Isleta Pueblo, 184
Iturbide, Agustín de, 423

Jackson, Andrew:
in campaign against Muscogees, 374–75
in destruction of Negro Fort, 388
elected president, 394
Indian removal and, 394–95
Supreme Court ruling ignored by, 395, 398

Jamaica, 30
James Bay, English posts on, 116, 145, 212
James I, King of England, 60, 67
James II, King of England (previously Duke of York), 156, 165
James River (Dakotas), 352, 360
James River (Virginia), 63, 65, 88, 124, 171
Jamestown, 60–67, 172, 173

“starving time” (1609–10) at, 64
tobacco grown at, 65



Janos, 189
Japan, 27
Jayme, Luis, 380
Jay Treaty (1794), 342, 347
Jefferson, Thomas, 307, 318, 330, 334, 344, 369

Indian removal launched by, 388
and Louis and Clark expedition, 357, 358, 359
Louisiana Purchase and, 348, 349, 387

Jeffreys, Herbert, 173–74
Jesuit missionaries, 108, 124

banished from Spanish Americas, 375–76
decline of, 115
in Florida, 54–56
in Great Lakes region, 110, 131, 132, 136, 138
Iroquois violence against, 110–11, 112
martyrdom desired by, 111
in New France, 92–93
in Paraguay, 379
training of, 111–12
as useful to Iroquois, 126

Jesuit Relations, 112
Jicarilla Apaches, 434, 441
Jocomes, 189
Johnson, Guy, 313
Johnson, Joseph, 309–10
Johnson, Richard Mentor, 393–94
Johnson, William, 293

in Fort Stanwix conference with Natives, 301–2
in Pontiac’s War, 292, 296, 298, 299
in Seven Years’ War, 270–71, 279–80, 282, 283

Jumanos, 181–82, 255
Jumonville, Joseph Coulon de Villiers de, 269
Jupes, 419

kachinas, 15, 44, 179
Kahnawake, 118, 126, 214
Kaiiontwa’kon (Cornplanter), 349



Kansas (people), 23, 421
Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854), 434
Kappa (Quapaw town), 221
Karankawas, 211, 216
Kaskaskia (Illini village), 139, 210, 217, 218, 238
Kaskaskians, 317
Kayashuta, 309
Kearny, Fort, 439
kelp, kelp highway:

in first Americans’ diet, 4–5, 10
in peopling of the Americas, 3, 4–5, 4

Kentucky, 314, 315
Native-settler conflict in, 317–18
settlers’ expansion into, 304, 306, 335

Kentucky militia, 340
Keweenaw Peninsula, 136
Kickapoos, 104, 274, 298, 317, 328, 331, 335, 371, 397
Kieft, Willem, 83–84, 102
Kieft’s War, 84–85
Killbuck, 313
King Philip, see Metacom
King William’s War, 212
kinship, kinship networks, xii, 14, 15, 24, 436, 454, 455

among Great Lakes Indians, 130
missionaries’ weakening of, 380
in Northwest coast Indigenous cultures, 10–11
as source of power for Natives, x, 24, 51, 60, 61, 62, 68, 195

Kiotsaeton, 102–3
Kiowas, 23, 407, 436

as Comanche allies, 423–24, 426, 443
Lakota clashes with, 401
origin story of, 7
Sun Dance of, 420
U.S. war with, 443

Kishpoko Shawnees, 238, 239, 367
Kittanning (Lenape town), Pennsylvania militia attack on, 277
kivas, 48, 179



Knox, Henry, 329, 338–39, 340, 341, 342
Konwatsitsiaienni (Molly Brant), 270
Kotsotekas, 419
Kumeyaays, 380
Kumivits, 380–81
Kuroshio Current, 10–11
Kwakiutls, 377
Kwalhioquas, 377

La Barre, Joseph-Antoine Le Febvre de, 122–23, 126, 127, 133
in meeting with Otreouti, 175–76

La Baye des Puants (Green Bay), 104, 133, 134
Lafitau, Joseph-François, 100
La Jicarilla, French colony at, 257
La Jonquière, Fort, 230
La Junta de los Ríos, 182
Lakotas, 141, 228–29, 236, 351, 352, 353, 381, 422

in alliances with Cheyennes and Arapahos, 401
bison hunting controlled by, 356
Black Hills as spiritual center for, 351, 353, 356, 374, 400–401
British and, 358
Cheyenne alliance with, 401, 438, 439, 449, 451
cholera epidemic among, 406
as dominant Missouri Valley power, 352–57, 358–59, 362, 366, 385–86
French trade with, 228
in fur trade, 403, 404
governing system of, 404–5
Great Plains empire of, 400–405, 406–7, 440–41, 444, 445, 448, 460, 461
horses and, 252–53, 350–51, 401–2, 403, 404
iwaštegla policies adopted by, 447–48
and Lewis and Clark expedition, 358–59, 361–62
in Little Bighorn battle, x–xi, 449
Mandans attacked by, 353, 354
Missouri River trade controlled by, 355–56, 358, 365
Missouri Valley Natives’ clashes with, 253, 352–53
Missouri Valley territory of, 351
origin story of, 6–7



oyátes of, 351, 356–57, 404, 435
Pawnees’ clashes with, 404, 441
in Platte Valley attacks on U.S. Army and settlers, 434
in Red Cloud’s War, x–xi, 439–40, 448
rivals evicted from Black Hills by, 401
smallpox outbreak among, 353
Sun Dance of, 351, 402–3, 458
U.S. wars with, 438, 448–50, 451
U.S. westward expansion constrained by, 365, 366, 407, 435, 436, 445,

461
vaccinated against smallpox, 402
westward expansion of, 252–53, 400–401
see also Sioux Confederacy; specific oyátes

Lamar, Mirabeau B., 424, 425
La Montagne (mission town), 126
land cession:

treaty-making in, 381, 387, 451
Treaty of Greenville in, 342–43
see also Indian removal; specific nations

land hunger, of colonists and settlers, 66, 147, 153, 164, 169, 207, 243, 261,
283, 301, 320, 326, 327, 336, 344, 346, 451

as primary source of conflict with Natives, 302–4
land purchases, from Natives, 153, 154, 296, 325

fraudulent, 169, 241
by Penn, 174–75
Pennsylvania’s “Walking Purchase,” 259–60, 272, 276, 278

land speculation, 151, 265, 273, 301, 303, 305–6, 324, 327, 328, 330, 393
land use, Native view of, 197

colonial views vs., 58, 73, 151
Shawnees and, 239
see also property rights

Langlade, Charles, 264
languages, Native American, multiplicity of, 8
Lappawinzo, 259
La Prairie (mission town), 126
Laramie, Fort, 403

1851 peace conference at, 406–8, 451



Laramie River, 403
La Salle, René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de, 209–11, 216, 238
Las Casas, Bartolomé de, 33
Laudonnière, René Goulaine de, 54
Lavaca Bay, 211
Law, John, 219–21
Lawson, John, 240, 243
Leisler, Jacob, 165–66
Le Maigouis, 367
Lenapes, 106, 266, 368, 387, 397

in alliances with other Native nations, 239, 325
in attacks on American settlers, 317–18
Dutch attacks on, 83–84
ejected from Iroquois land, 261
as French allies in Seven Years’ War, 268
Iroquois subjugation of, 120, 126
land cession by, 336, 342–43
in Ohio Country, 242, 303, 313, 320, 328, 336
Penn’s treaty with, 174
in Pontiac’s War, 286, 289–90, 295
in Revolutionary War, 313, 314, 316
in Seven Years’ War, 272, 274, 276, 277–78, 281, 282
in “Walking Purchase” land dispute with Pennsylvania, 259–60, 272,

276, 278
L’Enfant, Pierre Charles, 345, 346
Le Pesant, 218
Lewis, Meriwether, 357–64, 387
Lewis and Clark expedition, 357–64, 364, 381
Lexington and Concord, Battles of (1775), 307
Light Horse Guard, 387–88
Lincoln, Abraham, 437
Lipan Apaches:

Comanche wars with, 412–13, 417
in conversion to Christianity, 412

Lisa, Manuel, 365
Little Bighorn, Battle of the (1876), x–xi, 449
Little Bighorn River, 441, 449



Little Colorado River, 44–45
Little Crow, 365, 386, 437
Little Ice Age, 19, 20–22, 25, 30, 238
Little Missouri Badlands, 438
Little Turtle (Meshekinnoqquah), 338, 343
Llano Estacado, 411, 412
Locke, John, 58
Longhouse Religion, 350
Long Island Sound, 83
López de Mendizábal, Bernardo, 180
Lord Dunmore’s War, 305, 318
Lorette (mission town), 126
Los Adaes presidio, 232–33
Loudoun, Fort, Cherokee attack on, 283
Louisbourg, Íle-Royale, British capture of, 281
Louisiana, French, 203, 210, 219, 245, 286

Choctaws alliance as key to survival of, 227–28
in competition for trade with Natives, 263
cultural mixing (métissage) in, 227
founding of, 215–17
French-Native middle ground in, 235–36
Law’s flight from, 221
Native raids on, 234
Native trade and alliances with, 217
royal control of, 226–27
1729 Natchez rebellion in, 225–26, 227
slave rebellion in, 226
Spanish expansion as threat to, 233–34
as threat to Spanish New Mexico, 231

Louisiana, Spanish, 286, 320
France’s reacquisition of, 347–48
fur trade in, 354–55
Natives’ alliances with, 332–34

Louisiana Purchase, 348–49, 357, 387
Louis XIII, King of France, 92
Louis XIV, King of France, 115, 216
Louis XV, King of France, 223, 269



Louverture, Toussaint, 347, 348
Loyalists:

Black, 177
in exodus from U.S., 324

Lozen, 456
Lumbees, 244
Lumber River, 244

MacIntosh, Fort, 314
Mackinac, Straits of, 110, 131, 291
Mackinac Island, 112
MacLean, John, 395
Madison, James, 370, 371
Madockawando, 165
Mahicans, 106, 117, 308, 314

Dutch trade with, 75
Mohawk rivalry with, 82
in Revolutionary War, 316
tribute paid to Mohawks by, 92

Maine, 93, 212
maiz (corn), cultivation of, 6, 12–13, 14, 15, 20, 41, 97, 185, 232, 253, 255,

356, 421
maiz de ocho, 13
Makahs, 377, 433–34
Malcontents, 206
Maliseets, 53
mammals, giant, hunting of, 3, 9
Mandan, Fort, 362, 363
Mandans, 22, 253, 354, 355, 361, 362, 363, 448

Lakota attacks on, 353, 354, 404
smallpox epidemic among, 353–54

Mangas Coloradas, 442
Manhattan Island, 82, 84
“manifest destiny,” 430–31
Manisses, 77–78
Mankato, Minn., 437, 439
maps, drawn by Natives, 193–94



Mariana, Queen of Spain, 180
Marias River, 252
Marín del Valle, Francisco Antonio, 414
Marquette, Jacques, 131
Marshall, John, 340, 395
Maryland, 88, 126, 169, 170, 173, 275

Catholics in, 67, 172
founding of, 67
impact of Metacom’s War in, 161
Iroquois alliance with, 118–20
Iroquois war parties in, 124

Mascoutens, 104, 136, 274, 298
Mason, George, 169
Massachusetts, 79, 88, 147, 151, 155, 307

interior land claims of, 329
Iroquois alliance with, 118–20
Iroquois capture of colonists in, 124
Puritan migration to, 73–74
Wampanoags in alliance with, 147
witchcraft trials in, 166

Massachusetts Bay Company, 73, 85, 151
Massachusetts General Court, wampum declared legal tender by, 76
Matchekwis, 319
Mather, Increase, 154, 162, 163, 164, 165
Mathews, Thomas, 169
matriarchs, Native, 99–100, 202–3, 280
matrilineality, in Native cultures, 46, 197–98, 200, 204, 234, 393
Maumee River, 339, 341
Maurepas, Fort, 216, 236
Mayan civilization, 21
Mayflower, 71–72
Mayhew, Thomas, Jr., 149–50
Mayhew, Thomas, Sr., 149–50
McCoy, Isaac, 387
McGillivray, Alexander, 326–27
Mde Wakan, 131, 140
Mdewakanton Sioux, 228, 364–65, 386



Medicine Lodge, Treaty of (1867), 440, 443
Meigs, Fort, 372
Mekoches, 238, 239
Membertou, 90
Memeskia, 264
Mendoza, Antonio de, 43
Menéndez de Avilés, Pedro, 54–55
Menimesit Island, 155–56
Menominees, 136–38, 371
mercantilism, 59, 427
Mesa Verde civilization, 20
Mescalero Apaches, 422, 432, 434, 441, 


447
Meskwakis, 104, 120, 122, 132, 228, 335, 366–67, 369, 397

French-Native conflicts with, 220, 226
Perot’s conference with, 134–35
in retreat to western Great Lakes, 219
in Revolutionary War, 316
in siege of Fort Detroit, 218–19
Sioux attack on, 133

Mesoamerica, 8, 21, 39
Indigenous empires of, 31–32
political centralization of, 12–13
Spanish conquest of, 51
trade networks of, 14

Metacom (King Philip), 147, 148, 150, 152, 153
alliance with Mohawks and Mohegans sought by, 156
Christian Natives’ renunciation of, 153, 154, 159, 160–61
death of, 163
Easton’s meeting with, 154–55
in peace treaty with Plymouth Colony, 153–54
winter camp of, 156

Metacom’s War, 156, 160–63, 175, 195, 308
Canonchet in, 159
colonists’ losses of life and property in, 163–64
as God’s punishment for Puritan sinfulness, 165, 168
Great Swamp fight in, 157, 158, 158



impact in Virginia of, 170
increasing violence of, 156–59
Native death toll from, 146, 163
onset of, 154–55

Metawney, 204
Meteelemelakwe, 238
Métis, 335, 373, 440, 454–55
métissage (cultural mixing), 227
Mexican-American War, 431, 443
Mexican Cession (1848), 430, 431
Mexican Revolution, 423
Mexico:

Apache raids in, 426–27, 442, 456
Comanche raids in, 423–24, 425–26, 427, 428, 460–61
territory ceded to U.S. by, 430

Mexico, Gulf of, 215, 231, 346, 348
Mexico City, 42
Miami, Fort, 342
Miamis, 104, 219, 242, 266, 288, 292, 325, 328, 331, 340, 397

Iroquois as enemies of, 119, 122, 124, 127, 218
Iroquois peace with, 213
land cession by, 343
Odawas’ attack on, 264–65
in Pontiac’s War, 295, 298
in Revolutionary War, 314, 316
in Seven Years’ War, 272
U.S. war with, 337–38, 342, 343

Miantonomi, 87
Michigan, Lake, 103, 104, 110, 121
Michilimackinac, Fort, 284, 319, 342

Ojibwe attack on, 291–92
midcontinent:

French in, see Illinois Country; Louisiana, French
Indigenous hegemonies in, 223–25, 224, 354, 406–7
states’ land claims in, 329
see also Trans-Appalachian West

middle ground:



British revival of, 300
in Great Lakes region, 134–39, 135, 209–10, 218, 229
in Illinois Country, 316
in Louisiana, 235–36
in Ohio Country, 265, 274, 374

Middle Plantation, Treaty of, 174
Mi’kmaqs, 53, 76
Mims, Fort, 373
Mingo Houma, 312
Minneconjou Lakotas, 357
Minnesota (U.S. territory/state), Dakota roundups and executions in, 437–

38
Minuit, Peter, 82
Minweweh, 284
Miró, Estevan, 330, 334
Mississaugas, 104, 132, 294
Mississippian culture, 19, 47
Mississippi Land Company, 293
Mississippi River, 209, 220, 287, 333, 340

navigation rights on, 345
Mississippi Valley, 121, 224, 325, 334, 335, 460

French colonists in, 217–18
French trading posts in, 218
fur trade in, 353
lower, 237–38, 258
Mound Builder civilizations in, 15–16
smallpox outbreak in, 198
upper, 131
U.S. control of, 348

Missouri River, 251–52, 253, 254
Lakota-Yankton control of trade on, 355–56, 358, 365

Missouri Valley, 22, 355, 404
Canadian traders in, 354–55
Lakota dominance in, 352–57, 358–59, 362, 366, 385–86
Lakota expansion into, 253, 351
Lakotas’ westward migration from, 400–401
Osages in, 223



smallpox epidemic in, 353
Mistick village, 79–80
Mitchell, David, 406
Mobile, 201, 243
Mobile Bay, 217
mobility:

of horse nations, 182, 239, 242, 255, 262, 365, 412, 422, 428, 446–47,
450, 461

of Iroquois, 97, 128
railroads and, 450

Mogollons, 13–14, 16
Paquimé as new center of, 20–21

Mohawk, HMS, 283
Mohawk River, 81, 97, 316
Mohawks, 91, 98, 106, 108, 114, 156, 270, 312

Andros’s meetings with, 160
Champlain’s treaty with, 92
Dutch relations with, 82, 100, 102, 108
French attacks on, 116, 212
Mahican rivalry with, 82, 92
New England colonists’ alliance with, 162
New York alliance of, 118–19
in Revolutionary War, 314, 315–16
in wars with other tribes, 90–92
Wyandots massacred by, 106
see also Iroquois League

Mohawk Valley, 303
Mohegans, 156

Pequots absorbed by, 86–87
in Pequot War, 79, 80

Mongoulachas, 216
Monks Mound, Cahokia, 16, 17
Monoco, 162
Monongahela River, 265, 269
Monroe, James, 348, 392
Montagnais, 90, 92, 102, 110
Montana Territory, gold discovered in, 439



Montaup, 155
Montcalm, Louis-Joseph, Marquis de, 278, 279, 282–83
Monterey, Calif., 378
Monterey Bay, 378
Monte Verde, Chile, 5, 8, 469
Montmagny, Charles de, 102
Montour, Andrew, 277
Montreal, 270, 283

1701 French-Native summit in, 213–14
Moore, James, 199, 200
Moravian missionaries, 308, 324
Mormons, 453
Morning Star, 6
Morris, Robert Hunter, 275, 277
Mosopeleas, 297
Moultrie Creek, Treaty of (1823), 389
Mound Builder civilizations, 15–16, 47, 397
mourning wars, Iroquois, 101–2, 104–5, 104, 112, 115, 124, 210, 214
Moxis, 165
Moyne, Jacques le, 40
Munsees, 240, 314
murder, cross-cultural, as threat to French-Indian harmony, 136–38
Muscogee National Council, 327
Muscogee rebellion, 201–2

in alliances with Spanish and French, 201–2
Iroquois alliance with, 201–2

Muscogees, 195, 204, 265, 285, 292, 306, 310, 319, 329, 331, 373, 390, 391
Carolinians as primary trading partner of, 266
colonists’ competition for trade with, 263
decentralized political system of, 263
division among, 326–27
as dominant power in Southeast, 197, 460
French and English played against each other by, 222–23
in Indian Confederacy, 339
land cession by, 327, 374
as major power in Southeast, 264
as neutral in Seven Years’ War, 272



Oglethorpe’s treaty with, 205–6
Red Stick rebellion among, see Red Sticks
removal of, 396
in Seven Years’ War, 281
in slave-hunting raids, 199
women, political and social power of, 197, 202–3

Musgrove, Mary, 202–3
Muskogee, State of, 331
Muslims, Spain conquered by, 26
Myrick, Andrew, 437
Mystic River, 80

Náápi, 250
Nacotchtanks, 345
Nadouessioux, 141
Nairne, Thomas, 201
Nana, 447
Nanabozho, 289
Napoléon I, Emperor of France, 347, 348
Narragansett Bay, 156, 159
Narragansetts, 53, 76, 77–78, 157, 162

in Metacom’s War, 155, 157, 161
Pequots absorbed by, 86–87
in Pequot War, 79, 80

Narváez, Pánfilo de, 39–41, 46
Nasaws, 193
Nashaways, 157
Naskapis, 110
Nassau, Fort, 75
Natchez, 47, 60, 220, 245

caste system of, 220
Choctaw wars with, 225, 228
failed French war against, 235
French alliances with, 210
Louisiana supply convoys raided by, 234
as major regional power, 224
1729 rebellion of, 225–26, 227



as theocracy, 220
Natchitoches (French settlement), 232–33
Native Americans:

accommodation and compromise in relations with colonists, 262–63
alliances among, x–xi, xiii, 459–60
in attempts at coexistence with colonists, 207–8, 390–91, 447–48
author’s use of terminology for, xv
consensual politics of, 24, 99, 114, 128, 365
decentralized political systems of, 51
enduring cultures of, 462–63
enslavement of, see slaves, Native American
European diseases and, see diseases, European
Europeans’ five-centuries-long war with, xii, 459, 461
European technologies adopted by, 93
general vs. specific studies of, xi–xii
intertribal rivalries among, 79
land as primary source of conflict between Europeans and, 303–4
legacy of resistance among, 461–63
marginalization of cultures of, 459
modern revival of, 461–62
peopling of the Americas by, 3–11, 469
playing French and British against each other as strategy of, 213, 222–23,

263, 264–66, 284–85
political and trade networks of, 46
political sophistication of, x, xiii
post–Revolutionary War power of, 319–20
power invested in kinship by, x, 51
precontact prosperity of, 23–24
preservation of territories and cultures as goal of, xi, xiii–xiv
rejection of elites and hierarchies by, 19–20, 22–23, 24
Royal Proclamation line and, 293
small nations of, see petites nations
sovereignty of, 461–62, 463
as successful farmers, 46
supposedly inevitable defeat of, ix
urbanization abandoned by, 23
U.S. “civilization” programs for, 349, 372, 387, 395, 459



U.S. westward expansion constrained by, 459
wars with colonists as viewed by, xii–xiii
women, see women, Native American
see also specific nations

Nausets, 70
Navajo Nation reservation, 442
Navajos, 181, 256, 414, 420, 432

as allies in Pueblo Revolt, 185
in “Long Walk” to Bosque Redondo reservation, 441
origin story of, 7
U.S. westward expansion resisted by, 436

Navy Ministry, French, 235
Neah Bay, Treaty of (1855), 433–34
Necessity, Fort, 269
Neches River, 231, 232
Necotowance, 67
Negro Fort (Spanish Florida), 385, 386, 388
Neolin, separatist message of, 287–88, 289, 293, 306
New Amsterdam, 81, 82
New Amsterdam, Fort (Connecticut River), 83
New Echota, Treaty of (1835), 398
New England, 71

African slaves in, 87, 151
colonists’ reliance on farming and farm animals, 76–77, 151, 152
French-Wabanaki attacks on, 165–66
impact of Indigenous backlash in, 189–90
mission communities in, 149
Mohawk alliance with, 162
population growth in, 303
wampum as currency in, 109, 147
see also Puritans; specific colonies

New England, Dominion of, 165
New England, Natives in:

colonists co-opted into intertribal wars by, 87
colonists’ rejection of land rights of, 74, 151, 152
continuous conflict between colonists and, 164



as converts to Christianity, 124, 148–50, 152, 153, 154, 157, 159, 160–
61, 308

livestock, fences, and felling of trees as upsetting to, 151–52
Metacom’s War death toll of, 146, 163
as outnumbered by colonists, 150
Puritans’ paranoia about, 148, 164
as slaves, 151, 152–53, 158, 161
smallpox epidemic among, 77, 100–101
viewed as ungrateful and ungovernable by colonists, 76–77
see also Metacom’s War; specific nations

New England Confederation, 147
in Metacom’s War, 162

Newfoundland, 52, 53, 89
New France, 102, 225

British defeat of, 282–84
coexistence with Natives as policy of, 94, 196, 209–10, 219, 227
in competition with English for Native trade, 263–64
control of Mississippi Valley sought by, 211
Deerfield attacked by, 214
direct royal control of, 115–16
English colonists’ conflicts with, 121, 212, 267
forts built for Sioux by, 229–30
founding of, 89–90
French imperial ambitions in, 107–8, 141, 209, 210, 212, 217, 267–68
fur trade as economic backbone of, 92, 103, 115, 121
immigration to, 92, 215
impact of Indigenous backlash on, 190
Iroquois and, see Iroquois-French relations
Jesuits in, 90, 92–93, 108, 124–25, 126
Mohawks attacked by, 116, 212
Muscogee alliance with, 201
Native alliances with, 93, 121, 145, 201, 209–10, 212, 214–15, 219, 220,

227, 229, 267, 268, 270, 272, 274, 275
Natives as dominant population of, 146, 258
Native slaves in, 215
Ohio Country invaded by, 268–69
pays d’en haut of, see Great Lakes region



as religious and moral project, 92
Senecas attacked by, 212
in Seven Years’ War, see Seven Years’ War
single women as forced immigrants to, 108
Sioux as allies of, 229
see also Illinois Country; Louisiana, French

New Hampshire, 212, 329
New Haven Colony, 147
New Laws of the Indies for the Good Treatment of the Indians (1542), 33
New Madrid (Spanish settlement), 306
New Mexico (Spanish colony), 145

Apache raids on, 413
Comanche in, 254–55, 409
Comanche raids in, 414, 423
Comanches in 1751 peace with, 411
Comanche war with, 415–16
encomienda labor system in, 178–79, 182, 188
expansionist goals abandoned by, 257
Franciscan-colonist rivalry in, 179, 182
Franciscans in, 48–50, 178–83
impact of Indigenous backlash on, 190
limited Spanish control of, 50–51, 182, 258, 320
Louisiana as threat to, 231, 233–34
multiethnic towns in, 188
non-Pueblo Natives in, 181
Oñate’s rule in, 48–50, 177–78
Pueblo Revolt in, see Pueblo Revolt
repartimiento labor system in, 188
1696 rebellion in, 188
slavery and slave trade in, 179, 180, 182–83, 184, 255–56, 409, 411,

414–15
Spanish maps of, 181, 181
Spanish reconquest of, 186–87
tribute paid to Comanches by, 411
U.S. annexation of, 431

New Mexico (U.S. territory/state), 436, 441
New Netherland, 81, 82–83, 88, 102



ceded to England, 116
Iroquois alliances with, 128
land claimed through alliances with Natives, 83

New Orleans, Battle of (1815), 386
New Orleans, La., 345

as focus of U.S.-Spanish rivalry, 333–34
founding of, 221
growth of, 236

Newport, R.I., 151
New Spain, 43, 357, 375

atrocities against Natives in, 33
encomienda labor system in, 32, 379
hierarchical society of, 32
Muscogee alliance with, 202
Native rebellions in, 186, 188–89
slavery in, 29–33, 37, 38–39, 50, 179
trade with Natives as policy of, 376–77
transfer of wealth to Spain from, 5, 32–33, 45, 55
see also New Mexico; Spanish conquistadors; Spanish Empire

New York, 166
disunity of ethnic groups in, 160
interior land claims of, 329
Iroquois alliances with, 124, 128, 176, 240
Mohawk alliance with, 118–19

Nez Perces, 453, 460
U.S. war with, 451–52

Nezuma, 365
Niagara, Fort, 121, 146, 290, 294, 313, 317, 342

British-Iroquois sack of, 282
Niagara River, 328
Niagara Valley, 315
Niantics, 77
Nicholson, Francis, 193
Nipissings, 103–4, 106, 110, 294
Nipmucs, 150, 157
Nipsagchuck Swamp, 162
Niza, Marcos de (Fray Marcos), 43, 44



“noble savage” myth, xiii
Noepe Island, 149, 150
Norteño alliance, 412–13
North America:

first humans in, 3–11
ice-free corridor of, 3
land bridge between Asia and, 3
Native American dominance of, ix–x, 194–96
rise of cities and towns in, 13–14, 16
Warm Period in, 14

North America, European expansion in, 243–45
British, see English colonists
colonial maps of, 267
as five-centuries-long war with Natives, xii, 459, 461
French, see Louisiana, French; New France
initially confined primarily to coasts, 88, 93–94, 194–96
Native constraints on, 237, 365, 366, 407, 435, 436, 445, 459, 461
Natives’ attempts at coexistence with, 207–8, 390–91, 447–48
Spanish, see Florida, Spanish; Louisiana, Spanish; New Mexico; New

Spain
struggle for power as central to history of, xiv
traditional misreading of, ix–xii
see also colonialism

North Carolina, 195, 200, 201, 263, 266, 270, 284
interior land claims of, 329

North Pacific Current, 11
North Platte River, 403
North Saskatchewan River, 251
Northwest Coast:

fur traders in, 377–78
Natives of, 10–11, 377–78
U.S. claims to, 381

North West Company, 454
Northwest Ordinance (1787), 328–30, 336
Northwest Territory, 328, 329, 336

Indian removal in, 396–97
Notre-Dame-de-Foy (mission town), 126



Nueces Strip, 431
Nueva Vizcaya, 186, 188, 256, 258, 378

Occaneechis, in attack on Susquehannocks, 172
Occom, Samson, 309–10
Očhéthi Šakówin, see Sioux Confederacy
Oconostota, 306
Odawas, 104, 106, 133, 266, 328, 397

as French allies, 219, 226
in Indian Confederacy, 325, 338, 343
Iroquois as enemies of, 110, 117, 122, 124, 218
Iroquois peace treaties with, 213
as leading traders in Great Lakes region, 120
Miamis attacked by, 264–65
and Ojibwe-Menominee murder trial, 137–38
in Pontiac’s War, 286, 289–90, 291, 294, 295, 299
refugees from Iroquois attacks absorbed by, 103–4
in Revolutionary War, 310, 314
in Seven Years’ War, 272, 274
in Sioux alliance, 365–67
Sioux attacks on, 132
in War of 1812, 371

Ogeechee River, 205
Oglala Lakotas, 352, 353, 357, 436
Oglethorpe, James, 202–6
Ohio Country, 266, 282, 287

British-Native alliances in, 332, 371
British retreat from, 342
Iroquois claim to, 266–67, 271
Native dominance in, 320, 326
Native lands ceded in, 336, 343
Natives’ desire for peace in, 298
Revolutionary War in, 313, 315, 317
settlers’ expansion into, 265, 273, 301–2, 303–5, 324, 330, 332–33, 335,

336, 344, 346, 368, 374, 381
1764 British invasion of, 294–95
in Seven Years’ War, 265, 268–69, 270, 272–74, 275, 276, 279



Shawnees in, 241–42, 302, 303–5, 313, 320
Sioux-led coalition in, 367
U.S. claim to, 328
U.S.-Native wars in, 337–38, 339, 342

Ohio River, 97, 265
Ohio Valley, 121, 344

lack of federal oversight in, 326
Native-settler conflict in, 317–18

Ojibwes, 104, 106, 110, 218, 219, 264, 266, 286, 394, 454
in Fort Michilimackinac attack, 291–92
as French allies, 219
in Indian Confederacy, 325, 338, 343
Iroquois as enemies of, 110, 218
Miamis attacked by, 264–65
and Ojibwe-Menominee murder trial, 136–38
in Pontiac’s War, 286, 289–90, 291, 294, 295, 299
refugees from Iroquois absorbed by, 103–4
in Revolutionary War, 316

Oldham, John, 77
Old Hop, 263
Omahas, 23, 249, 253, 358–59, 422

Lakota clashes with, 404
Lakotas’ expulsion from Great Plains of, 403

Oñate, Juan de, 188
in Acoma Pueblo massacre, 50, 177
in attempted colonization of Pueblo territory, 48–50

Oneidas, 98, 106, 212, 310, 312, 334
in Revolutionary War, 314, 316
see also Iroquois League

Onondaga, HMS, 283
Onondagas, 106, 108, 114–15, 116, 173, 199, 212, 277, 312

in Revolutionary War, 315–16
in treaties with New York, 176
see also Iroquois League

Ontario, Lake, 97, 98, 107, 121, 283
Iroquois settlements on, 117

Opatas, 189



Opechancanough, 65–68
Opessa, 239–40
Opodepe, 184
Orange, Fort, 81–82, 85, 92, 100
Oregon Country, 430

Whitman massacre in, 433
Oregon Trail, 407, 433, 434
origin stories, Native, 5–8, 14–15
Oriskany, Battle of (1777), 314
Ortiz, Juan, 46
Osage River, 223
Osages, 224, 331, 359, 385, 388, 414

farming by, 225
foreign policy of, 225
French alliance with, 225
French trade with, 222
land cession by, 365, 387
lower Missouri Valley controlled by, 223, 224, 354
in wars with Native rivals, 223–24

Osborne, Sarah, 166–67
Osceola, 389–90, 399
Osotouy (Quapaw town), 221
Ossomocomuck Nation, 57
O’Sullivan, John Louis, 430
Oswego River, 107
Otciapofa (Muscogee town), 198
Otermín, Antonio de, 177, 184–85
Otoes, 122, 253, 257, 359

Lakota clashes with, 403, 404
Otreouti, in meeting with La Barre, 175–76
Ottawa River, 97
Ottawa Valley, 123
Oumamens, 139
Ousamequin, 72, 146

in pact with Mayflower colonists, 72–73
Ovando, Nicolás de, 31
ownership, Native vs. colonists’ view of, 151–52



Pacheco, 187
Paine, Thomas, 307
Paiutes, 414
Pamunkeys, 174, 345
pan-Indian resistance, 306, 310, 319

see also Indian Confederacy
Panton, Leslie & Company, 327
Paquimé, 20–21, 22
Paraguay, 379
Paris, Treaty of (1763), 279

North America divided between Britain and Spain by, 285
Paris, Treaty of (1783), 311, 416

impact on Natives of, 318, 320
U.S. boundaries set by, 318

Parker, Quanah, 443, 448, 450–51
Parliament, British, 305
Parral, Chihuahua, 184
Partisan, The, 359, 361
Paspaheghs, 64
Passamaquoddys, 53
Patawomecks, 345
Patuckson, 154
Patuxets, 70
Pawhuska, 354, 365, 387
Pawnees, 22, 225, 253, 256, 257, 406, 407, 421, 422

Lakota clashes with, 403, 404, 441
origin story of, 6
smallpox epidemic among, 402

Paxton Boys, 295–96, 325
Payamataha, 312
Payne’s Land, Treaty of (1832), 389
pays d’en haut, see Great Lakes region
Pecos Pueblo, 187, 418
Pecos River, 413
Pekowis, 238, 239
Pend d’Oreilles, 252
Penet, Pierre, 334



Penichon, 365
Penn, Thomas, 259, 278
Penn, William, 199, 240–41

Iroquois encounter with, 174–75
Lanape treaty with, 174

Pennsylvania, 203, 270, 275, 294, 315
bounties for Native scalps offered by, 296, 314–15
in competition for trade with Natives, 263
growing population of, 241, 260
Iroquois alliance with, 240, 259
in land transfer agreements with Natives, 175
Lenapes in “Walking Purchase” land dispute with, 259–60, 272, 276, 278

Penobscot River, 93
Penobscots, 53
Pensacola, Fla., 242
Peorias, 317
Pepin, Lake, 228–29, 230
Pequots, 85

colonists’clashes with, 78–81
defeat and dispersal of, 86–87
Dutch payment of tribute to, 83
as regional power, 76–77
smallpox epidemic among, 77

Pequot War, 79–81, 85, 147
Mystic massacre in, 79–81, 88

Péré, Jean, 137
Perea, Estevan, 178
Périer, Étienne, 226
Perrot, Nicholas, 133, 134–36, 140
Peru, 32
Peskeompscut, 162
Peter the Great, Emperor of Russia, 377
petites nations (small Native polities), 460

survival strategies of, 237–38, 242–44
Petuns, 103–4, 104
Philadelphia, Pa., 260, 261
Philip IV, King of Spain, 180



Piankashaws, 298, 325
Pickawillany (Miami town), 264
Pickering, Timothy, 337
Piedmont, 239, 243, 244, 262

as refuge for small Native nations, 244
Virginians’ push into, 244–45

Pierre, Fort, 403
Piikanis, 250, 454
Pike, Zebulon, 364–65
Pimas, 189
Pinckney’s Treaty (1795), 345
Piomingo, 331
Piscataway Creek, 170
Piscataways, 124, 239, 345
Pitt, Fort, 290, 304, 305, 313, 317, 323, 326
Pitt, William, 279–80, 281, 282
Pizarro, Francisco, 32
Platte River, 407
Platte Valley, 257, 403, 405
Plymouth Colony, 72, 79, 88, 147, 153, 155

founding of, 71–73
Plymouth General Court, 147, 154
Pocahontas, 62, 65, 66
Pocasset (village), 156
Pocassets, 76, 152
Pocotaligo, S.C., 201
Pokanoket, Alexander (Wamsutta), 147, 153
Polk, James K., 430, 431, 432
Pollock, Thomas, 200
polygamy, polygyny, 55, 56, 92–93, 183, 368, 380
Poncas, 23, 253, 358–59, 404, 421
Ponce de León, Juan, 37–38
Pontchartrain, Fort, 213
Pontiac:

murder of, 303
Native confederacy formed by, 286–87, 289–90
in peace negotiations with British, 298–99



in pledge to keep fighting, 297
sidelining of, 300
in siege of Fort Detroit, 289, 290

Pontiac’s War, 289–98, 308, 318, 353
British-Native alliances in, 294
Iroquois in, 296
as pan-Indian conflict, 296
peace agreements in, 298–99

Po’pay, 177, 183
Pope, John, 437
Port Royal, 89
Portugal, voyages of discovery of, 28
Post, Christian Frederick, 282
Potawatomis, 104, 218, 264, 264, 266, 274, 286, 325, 328, 335, 366–67,

371, 397
in Pontiac’s War, 289–90, 295, 299
refugees from Iroquois absorbed by, 103–4
in Revolutionary War, 314
in Seven Years’ War, 272

potlatch ceremonies, 11
Potomac River, 124
Potsanaquahip, 425
Powder River Country, 404, 441
power:

as central thread in North American history, xiv
held by Native women, 46, 99–100, 104–5, 197–98, 202–3, 204, 280
Native vs. European understanding of, x, 51
of priestly elites, 17–19

Powhatans, 59–68, 169, 174
kinship-based political structure of, 60, 61, 62, 68
resistance to colonists as legacy of, 68
in wars with English colonists, 65–67

Prairie du Chien, 335, 386, 397
Pratt, Richard Henry, 459
priestly elites:

in Cahokia, 17–19
in Europe, 26



Natives’ rejection of, 19–20, 23
Printer, James, 150
property rights:

colonists’ view of, 74, 151, 152, 153
of Natives, 149, 174, 388–89, 397
Natives’ view of, 11, 152, 197

Prophetstown, Ohio, 369, 371
Providence, R.I., Narragansett attack on, 161
Providence Island, 87
Provincias Internas, 415
Ptesáŋwiŋ (White Buffalo Calf Woman), 351, 400, 401
Pueblo Bonito (Chaco Canyon), 14–15, 20, 21
Pueblos, 44–45, 421

Christianity and, 178, 188, 189, 255
decentralized political system of, 45, 50, 51
farming by, 179–80
Franciscans and, 48–49, 50, 178–79, 183
horse trading by, 189
intermarriage between colonists and, 188
lasting impact of Spanish rule on, 186
marital conventions of, 183
mesas occupied of, 179–80
mounting grievances of, 177, 183–84
religion of, 179, 180, 188
1696 rebellion of, 188
smallpox epidemic and famine among, 180, 182
soldiers of, 177, 183
Spanish colonists as useful to, 51
Spanish enslavement of, 50

Pueblo Revolt (1860), 183–85, 195, 201, 249
aftermath of, 185–86
Apaches as allies in, 177
lasting impact on Pueblo traditions of, 189
planning of, 177
Spanish evicted from Pueblo land by, 184–85
as trigger for other Native rebellions, 186, 188–89

Puerto Rico, 30, 37



Puget Sound, 433, 451
pumpkins, cultivation of, 255, 352
Puritan Bibles, impact of Metacom’s War on, 161
Puritans, 168

anti-Native paranoia of, 148, 164
in migration to Massachusetts, 73–74
in wampum trade, 75–76

Pushmataha, 370
Pysière, Giles de, 55

Quakers, 165
Quapaws, 227, 312, 432

French alliances with, 210, 222
French colonists as slaves of, 221
as major regional power, 224, 227

Quebec:
British capture of, 282–83
founding of, 89–90
fur trade at, 91
Wyandot refugees in, 113

Quebec Act (British; 1774), 305
Quinnapin, 157

racial mixing, 55, 138–39, 227, 335
racism, xiii, 174, 197, 208, 326, 434, 454, 457
Radisson, Pierre-Esprit, 116
Ragueneau, Paul, 110
railroads, as key to U.S. subjection of equestrian Natives, 450
Raleigh, Walter, 57, 59
Ramón, Domingo, 232
Rappahannock River, 170
Raritans, Dutch massacre of, 83–85, 88
Raven, 306
Reconquista, 26–27

Spanish militarism influenced by, 27, 28, 32, 42, 58
Red Cloud, 439, 440, 449

peace advocated by, 448



Red Cloud’s War, x–xi, 439–40, 448
Red River, 231, 255, 415
Red River Colony, 454, 455
Red River valley, 216, 416
Red Shoes, 234, 263–64
Red Sticks, 372–76, 385, 388
repartimiento labor system, 188
reservations, Native American, 337, 389, 396, 437, 441, 442, 443, 446, 448,

450, 451–52, 459, 461–62
Apache, 422, 426, 441–42, 447, 455–56
as sign of U.S. weakness, 408, 432

Revolutionary War, 318
Black Loyalists in, 317
British surrender in, 317
Native attacks on American settlers in, 310, 313, 314–15, 316
Natives as neutral in, 309
Natives as Patriot allies in, 307–8, 313–14
smallpox outbreaks in, 317

Rhode Island Colony, 88, 155
Iroquois alliance with, 118–20

Ribault, Jean, 54
Richelieu, Cardinal, 92
Richelieu Valley, 283
Ridge, John, 398
Riel, Louis, 455
Rio de las Palmas, 39, 40
Rio Grande, 178, 180, 413
Rio Grande valley, 13, 43, 181, 184, 189, 194

Spanish colonization efforts in, 48–49
Rivera, Pedro de, 257
Roanoke Island, 172, 244
Roanoke River, 124
Roanokes, 57–59
Rocky Mountains, 251–52
Rogers, Robert, 299
Rolfe, John, 65
Roman Empire, 25



Romney, George, 271
Rosalie, Fort, 225–26
Rosas, Luís de, 179
Rosebud, Battle of (1876), 449
Rouensa-8cate8a, Marie, 139
Rowlandson, Mary, captivity narrative of, 164–65
Royal Proclamation line, 293, 295, 303, 304, 307
rum, 201, 262, 288, 296, 317, 389
Rupert’s Land, 346, 455
Russia, Russians, in Northwest Coast fur trade, 377–78
Rut, John, 54

Saahkómaapi, 250
Sabinas River, 232
Sabine River, 231
Sable Island, 88
Sacagawea, 363
Sackville, Fort, 317
Sacred Born, 228
Sagadahoc River, 71
Saint Augustine (San Augustín), Fla., 54, 146, 199, 201, 242–43
Saint-Denis, Louis Juchereau de, 232
Sainte-Marie de Gannentaha (mission), 115
Saint Ignace (mission), 112
Saint Jean (mission), 113
Saint Lawrence, Gulf of, 71
Saint Lawrence River, 97, 100
Saint Lawrence Valley, 74, 88, 89, 91, 93, 145, 146, 194, 209, 258, 281

expanding population of, 215
Iroquois resettlement of, 117–18, 121, 125

Saint Louis, 363, 397
fur trade in, 354

Saint Louis, Fort, 210, 238
Salem, Mass., 150–51

witchcraft trials in, 166
Salish, 377
salmon, 11, 378



Saltillo, 233
Salt River valley, 20
Samoset, 72–73
San Antonio de Béjar (presidio), 232, 417
San Antonio de Valero (mission), 232
San Augustín (Saint Augustine), Fla., 54, 146, 199, 201, 242–43
Sand Creek massacre, 438–39
San Diego Bay, 378
San Diego de Alcala (mission), 380
Sandusky, Ohio, 1783 pan-Indian conference at, 319, 325
San Francisco Bay, 431
San Ildelfonso, Treaty of (1800), 347
San Juan Bautista, 184, 232
San Juan Capistrano (mission), 380
San Saba (mission), Comanche sacking of, 412–13
San Salvador Island, 29
Sans Arcs Lakotas, 357, 385
Santa Anna, Antonio López de, 430
Santa Fe, N. Mex., 50, 51, 178, 184, 413, 418

Pueblo attack on, 184–85
Vargas’s capture of, 187

Santa Fe Trail, 407
Santo Domingo, 31, 59

slave rebellion in, 347, 348
Sassamon, John, 154
Saturibas, 54
Saturiwa, 40
Sauks, 104, 335, 366–67, 369

removal of, 397
Sault Sainte Marie (mission and town), 110, 131, 132, 137
Sauteurs, 131–32, 133

refugees from Iroquois absorbed by, 103–4
as Sioux allies, 139, 141

Savannah, Ga., 204, 205
Savannahs, in slave-hunting raids, 199
Saybrook Fort, 78–79
Scarouady, 276, 277



Scott, Charles, 337–38
Scott, Winfield, 399
Scottish Highland refugees, Lumbees’ alliance with, 244
Secon, M., 216
Second Seminole War, 389–90
Seminoles, 314, 331, 394, 460

Fort MacIntosh attacked by, 314
fugitive slaves incorporated into, 319, 373
Negro Fort stronghold of, 385, 388
in Red Stick uprising, 372–73
removal of, 389, 399–400
in wars with U.S., 389–90

Seneca-Cayugas, 274, 286, 304
in attacks on American settlers, 318
in Ohio Country, 303–5, 320
in Pontiac’s War, 289–90, 295
in Seven Years’ War, 270

Senecas, 106, 117, 122, 129, 239, 266, 312–13, 397
French attacks on, 212
as Iroquois League members, 98
Longhouse Religion among, 350
Patriots’ scorched-earth campaign against, 315
in Revolutionary War, 316
Susquehannocks defeated by, 173
Wyandots massacred by, 106
see also Iroquois League; Seneca-Cayugas

Sequoyah, 390
Seris, 376
Serra, Junípero, 378
settlers:

grievances of, 340–41
in Kentucky, 304, 306, 317–18, 335
land hunger of, see land hunger
Native conflicts with, 283, 284, 310, 313, 314–15, 316, 317–18, 330, 434
in Ohio Country, 265, 273, 301–2, 303–5, 324, 330, 332–33, 335, 336,

344, 346, 368, 374, 381
in Trans-Appalachian expansion, 324, 328–29, 344



Seven Council Fires, see Sioux Confederacy
7th Cavalry, U.S., x, 458
Seven Years’ War, 265, 308, 318

British invasion of New France in, 282–83
British-Native alliances in, 268–70, 275, 276, 279–81, 282, 283
British successes in, 279
changed British-Native relations in aftermath of, 284–88
Easton summit in, 278–79
English colonists in, 276–77
French-Native alliances in, 268, 270, 272, 274, 275, 279, 281–82
lead-up to, 265, 268–70
Native attacks on English colonists in, 279–80
Native expectations in, 268, 278
root causes of, 270
smallpox outbreak among French allies in, 279

Seville, 27
Shake Hand, 360–61
Shamokin, 276, 277
Shawnees, 106, 117, 120, 241, 266, 274, 285–86, 299, 310, 328, 371, 397

in attacks on American settlers, 317–18
as French allies in Seven Years’ War, 268
Indian Confederacy led by, 325
land cession by, 342–43
migrations of, 238, 241–42, 460
mobility of, 239, 242, 262
in Ohio Country, 241–42, 302, 303–5, 313, 320
in Pontiac’s War, 289–90, 291, 295
removal of, 396
in Revolutionary War, 313, 314
in Seven Years’ War, 272, 282
trade and kinship networks of, 238–39

Shays’ Rebellion (1786), 324
Sheridan, Philip, 446, 449
Shingas, 273, 278
Shoeboots, 396
Shoshones, 23, 181, 252, 254, 363, 448, 452, 460

horses acquired by, 250



Lakota clashes with, 401, 403
U.S. attack on, 439

Sibley, George, 367
Sicangu Lakotas, 6–7, 249, 253, 357, 358, 361–62, 436

origin story of, 6–7
Sierra Madre Occidental mountain range, 20, 258
Sihasapa Lakotas, 357
Sill, Fort, 456
Sioux Confederacy (Očhéthi Šakówin), 228, 360

annual spring gathering of, 352
in attacks on Great Lakes Indians, 131–32
in coalition with Ohio Country nations, 366–67
as dominant Native power in Trans-


Mississippi West, 139–41, 229–30
Fort Beauharnois controlled by, 228–29
French alliance with, 228, 229
Great Lakes Indians as enemies of, 132, 140
hands-off relations between Iroquois and, 141
loose structure of, 351–52
Meskwakis attacked by, 133
population of, 139–40, 489
Sauteurs and Cheyennes as allies of, 139, 141
U.S. war with, 438
westward expansion of, 253
see also individual nations

Sioux country:
Anishinaabeg raid on, 132
French traders’ push into, 133–34, 140

Sitting Bull, 438, 447–48, 449, 450
Six Nations, see Iroquois League
Skaniadariyo (Handsome Lake), 350
Sky Woman, 5–6, 97
slave raids, slave trade:

in Louisiana, 216, 217
in New England, 87, 151, 158, 165
in New Spain, 32–33, 38–39
in Southeast, 198, 199, 200–201, 226–27, 240, 242, 389



in Southwest, 179, 180, 182–86, 255–56, 409, 411, 414–15, 422–23,
425–27

in Virginia, 88, 174
slavery, westward expansion of, 349
slaves, African, 324

deported from Upper to Deep South, 

391

in Louisiana, 226
Natives as owners of, 390, 392
in New England, 87, 151
rebellions by, 347
in South Carolina, 202
in Spanish Americas, 40–41, 42, 43
in Virginia, 65, 168–69, 304, 306

slaves, African, as fugitives, 204
in Florida, 331
incorporated into Seminoles, 319, 373
in Spanish Florida, 385, 388
in War of 1812, 371

slaves, European, 54, 221
slaves, Native American, 88, 242

captured Pequots as, 151
Comanche ownership of, 425–26
in English colonies, 207–8
English trade in, 70–71, 151, 152
in Louisiana, 226
in New England, 151, 152–53, 161
in New France, 215
in New Mexico, 179, 180, 182–83, 184, 187, 255–56, 409, 414–15
in New Spain, 29–31, 33, 37, 39, 50, 179
in precontact Americas, 14, 16
shipped to West Indies, 158
traffic in, 180, 182–83, 184, 199, 200–201

Slow Buffalo, 356–57
smallpox, 77, 126, 180, 279

among Comanches, 415–16, 417, 421
among Pueblos, 180



British weaponizing of, 290–91
devastating effect on Iroquois of, 101, 105, 116, 123, 127, 210
devastating effect on Natives of, 100–101, 353–54, 402
in Revolutionary War, 317
in Southeast, 242
in Virginia and Southeast, 198

Smith, Adam, 285
Smith, John, 61–62, 61, 62, 64
Snake Indians, see Shoshones
Snelling, Fort, 437
Sobaipuris, 189
Society of Jesus, see Jesuit missionaries
Sonora, 258, 422, 427

Native-Spanish conflict in, 375, 376
Soto, Hernando de, 46–48, 60, 216
South:

cotton industry in, 390, 391
Native fugitives in, 399–400
pan-Indian resistance in, 306, 310
see also Southeast; specific colonies and states

South America:
first humans in, 5, 8
Spanish conquest of, 51

South Carolina, 193, 199, 200, 201, 263
African slaves in, 202
Cherokee wars with, 283, 284, 310
Choctaw trade with, 234–35
in competition for trade with Natives, 263
end of Native slave trade in, 201, 202
interior land claims of, 329
as Muscogees’ primary trading partner, 266
Native slaves in, 207–8
rice cultivation in, 202

Southeast:
Native dominance of, 331
petites nations in, 242–43
slave raids in, 240, 242–43



smallpox epidemic in, 242
Southeast, Native Americans in:

in slave-hunting raids, 199, 200
women as powerful actors among, 197–98, 202–3

South Platte River, 403
South Platte Valley, 404
Southwest, slave trade in, 179, 180, 182–86, 255–56, 409, 414–15
Soveraignty and Goodness of God . . . , The (Rowlandson), 164–65
Spain, Spanish Empire, 33, 37–51

as alliance of crown and church, 379
expansionism of, 27
exploitative colonial methods questioned by, 94
failed coexistence policy of, 375–76
new emphasis on coexistence with Natives, 196
in peace negotiations with Comanches, 416–20
treasure fleets of, 33, 45, 54, 55, 231
in war with Britain, 315, 323
see also conquistadors; Florida; New Mexico; New Spain

Spice Islands, 27, 30
spiritualist movements, Indigenous:

Christianity and, 287, 350, 367–68
Ghost Dance, 388, 458
separatist, 287–88, 289, 293, 306
Sun Dance, 351, 402–3, 458
see also specific nations

Squanto, 72–73
squash, cultivation of, 13, 14, 20, 97, 253, 255, 356, 421
Staten Island, 84
St. Clair, Arthur, 336, 337, 338, 339
Stockbridge Indians, in Revolutionary War, 307–8
Stone, John, 77
Stonewall John, 157
Stuart, John, 315
Stuyvesant, Peter, 85
Sumas, 189
Sumner, Edwin, 435
Sun Dance, 351, 402–3, 420, 458



Superior, Lake, 103, 104, 139
Supreme Court, U.S., Cherokee cases in, 395, 398
Susquehanna River, 97
Susquehanna Valley, 170, 239, 287

Paxton Boys’ anti-Native campaign in, 295–96
Susquehannocks, 106, 116, 117, 124, 126, 239, 240

in conflicts with Virginians, 169–71, 172, 175
epidemics among, 170
Occaneechis attack on, 172
Seneca defeat of, 173

Swansea, Mass., 155, 156

Tabeau, Antoine, 353, 356
Tadadaho, 99
Tadoussac, 88, 100
Taensas, 210, 227
Tailfer, Patrick, 206
Taínos, 28–29, 37
Tallapoosas, 240
Talon, Jean, 116, 133
Tanaghrisson, 268–69, 270
Taos Pueblo, Taoseños, 184, 187, 189, 409–10, 411, 415
Taovayas, 414, 432
Tarahumaras, 189
Tarke, 343
Tatobem, 86
Tawiskaron, 6
Tecumseh, 369

defeat and death of, 374
Native confederacy of, 370–72

Tecumseh, Fort, 386
Teedyuscung, 259–60, 272

at Easton summit, 278–79
Tehuacán Valley, 12
Tekakwitha, Kateri, 126
Tennessee, 303, 373
Tenochtitlán, 31–32



Tensaw (Muscogee town), 373
Tenskwatawa (the Prophet), 396

spiritual movement founded by, 367–70, 374
teosinte, 12
Teotihuacán, 21
Tessouat, 93
Teuricache, 184
Texas (U.S. state), 432

fear of Comanches in, 431–32
Texas, Republic of, 424

Comanches’ war with, 424–25
land cession to Comanches by, 425
Santa Anna’s invasion of, 430
U.S. annexation of, 430

Texas, Spanish, 186, 389, 416
American settlers in, 424
Apache raids in, 413
Caddo domination of, 233–34
Comanche raids in, 414, 423

Thames River, 374
Tharonhiawagon, 6, 97
Thawikilas, 238, 239
Thayendanegea (Joseph Brant), 270, 271, 314, 319, 325, 328, 335, 340
Theyanoguin, Hendrick, 271
They Fear Even His Horses, 405–6, 439
Thought Woman, 48
tȟuŋkášila, 7
Ticonderoga, Fort, British capture of, 281
Timberlake, Henry, 311
Timucuas, 40, 40
Tionnontogen, 118
Tionontatis, 113
Tippecanoe River, 369
Tirawa, 6
Tishcohan, 259
Tituba, 166–67
Tlingits, 377



tobacco, 18
English colonists’ cultivation of, 65, 67, 69, 168

Tohono O’odhams, 20, 414, 426, 446
Tonkawas, 412, 432, 445
Tosacondata, 419–20
Toscanelli, Paolo dal Pozzo, 1474 map of, 27, 28, 31
Toypurina, 380–81
Tracy, Alexandre de Prouville de, 116, 124, 130
trade, European-Indigenous:

growth of, 52–53
see also specific colonies and Native nations

Trade and Intercourse Act, U.S. (1790), 344
Trail of Tears, 399
Tralage, Jean-Nicolas du, 181
Trans-Appalachian West:

lack of federal oversight in, 324
Native dominance of, 340, 346, 348–49
Native population of, 390
settlers’ expansion into, 324, 328–29, 


344
states’ territorial claims in, 328, 329
War of 1812 in, 371–74

Trans-Mississippi West, 311, 351, 358, 365
French in, 335
fur trade in, 353, 354
mobility as determining factor in struggle for, 450
Natives dominance in, 319

Transylvania Colony, 306
treaties, as tools for land acquisition, 381, 387
Tree of the Great Peace, 100
Treuer, David, 462
Trois-Rivières, 89, 102, 113
True and Historical Narrative of the Colony of Georgia, The (Tailfer), 206
Truteau, Jean-Baptiste, 355, 358
Tsimshians, 377
Tucson, Ariz., 446
Tunicas, 227, 297



Turco, El, 44–45
Turner, William, 162
Turtle, 5
Tuscaroras, 265, 312

in Carolina raid, 200
Iroquois League joined by, 241
in Revolutionary War, 314
slave-hunting expeditions against, 200
in treaty with Carolina colonists, 197

Twiss, Thomas, 435
Two Kettles Lakotas, 357

Ugulayacabe, 331
Umatillas, 451, 453
Uncas, 79, 483

in dispersal of Pequots, 86–87
Metacom’s winter camp destroyed by, 158–59

Underhill, John, 80–81, 85
United States, x

“civilization” programs of, 349, 372, 387, 395, 459
containment of, as Native goal, 323, 325
early crises of, 323–24
early weakness of, 311
explosive population growth of, 311
in fraudulent land treaties with Natives, 364–65, 366
genocidal policies of, 323, 374–75, 438–39, 461
Indian removal policy of, see Indian removal
in Jay Treaty with Britain, 342
land claimed by separate states, 329
in Louisiana Purchase, 348–49
racist policies of, 434, 457
responsibility for Native treaties and trade assumed by, 344
superior technology of, 450–51
treaty-making as tool for acquiring Native lands, 381, 387
Treaty of Paris boundaries of, 318
unhindered access to West Coast as goal of, 432–33, 434
in wars with Natives, see specific nations



urbanization, Natives’ abandonment of, 23
Utah Territory, 453
Utes, 181, 414, 419, 432, 448, 460

Comanche alliance with, 254–56, 257, 409, 410, 411
horses of, 254, 255
Oregon Trail settlers attacked by, 434
U.S. war with, 441

Uto-Aztecan speaking peoples, 254
Utrecht, Treaty of (1713), 252

Valley of Mexico, 21, 254
Valverde y Cosío, Antonio, 256–57
Van Buren, Martin, 399
Van de Passe, Simon, 66
Vargas, Diego de, 186–88
Vaudreuil, Fort, 229
Vélez Cachupín, Tomás, 410–11
Vérendrye, Jean-Baptiste, 236
Vérendrye family, 236
Verrazano, Giovanni da, 53, 70
Vial, Pedro, 416, 417
Virginia, 56, 88, 126, 193, 270, 283, 284, 304

African slaves in, 65, 168–69, 304, 306
Bacon’s rebellion in, 171–73
and call for genocidal war against all Indians, 171
as Cherokees’ primary trading partner, 266
in competition for trade with Natives, 263
enslavement of Natives in, 173
impact of Indigenous backlash on, 190
impact of Metacom’s War in, 161
indentured Whites in, 168–69
interior land claims of, 329
Iroquois alliances with, 118–20, 240
Iroquois war parties in, 124
Jamestown settlement of, see Jamestown
Native attacks on, 275–76
Powhatan war with, 65–67



racism in, 174
Roanoke settlement in, 57–59
as royal possession, 67
smallpox epidemic in, 198–99
Smith’s 1624 map of, 61, 62
Susquehannock conflicts with, 169–71, 172, 175
as tenuous English foothold in North America, 68–69
tobacco cultivation in, 65, 69, 168–69
in Treaty of Middle Plantation with Natives, 174

Virginia Company, 63, 64, 65, 67
Virginia Gazette, 304
Virginia General Assembly, 67
Virginia militia, 304–5, 310
Vitachuco, 46
voyageurs, 121, 122, 136, 334

Wabanakis, 53, 70, 75, 76, 157
Wabash, 325
Wabash Confederacy, 298
Wabash River, 369
Wahunsenacawh, 60–65, 62, 65, 69
Walla Walla River Valley, 433
Walla Wallas, 451, 453
Wampanoags, 53, 70, 150

colonists’ claim on land of, 152
devastating effect of European diseases on, 71–72
Massachusetts colonists’ covenant with, 147
in Metacom’s War, see Metacom’s War
Northampton attacked by, 161

wampum, 53, 75–76, 108–9, 147, 208
Wangunks, 79, 80
Wappingers, 303
Ware River, 155–56
Warm Period (c. 900–1200 CE), 14, 16, 19, 25
War of 1812, 371–74, 386
War of Spanish Succession, 199, 215
Warrior (armed steamboat), 398



Washington, D.C., building of, 345
Washington, Fort, 340
Washington, George, 268

as president, 335, 337, 340, 341, 343
in Revolutionary War, 308, 309, 315–16
in Seven Years’ War, 274, 276

Washington Territory, 433–34
Washita River, 440
Waud, A. R., 78
Wayne, Anthony, 341–42
wealth, Native leaders’ redistribution of, 24, 55, 134, 365
Wealth of Nations, The (Smith), 285
Weas, 298
Weetamoo, 76, 152, 157

colonists’ land grabs fought by, 153
death of, 163

Wendats, 104, 106, 120
Wenros, 103–4, 106, 120
West Indies:

colonists and slaves exported to Carolina from, 196–97
slavery in, 151, 215
see also Caribbean

Westos, 88
Weyapiersenwah (Blue Jacket), 338
Weymouth, George, 70
Whiskey Rebellion (1794), 341
White Eyes, 313
Whites:

most atrocities committed by, xiii
Natives in marriages to, 138–39, 188, 198, 204, 330, 335, 368
Native women and children murdered and raped by, 44, 49, 80, 158, 162,

163, 164, 277, 325, 342, 396, 397, 415, 425, 439–40, 454, 458
see also settlers; specific colonies and colonists

Whitman, Narcissa and Marcus, 433
Whitney, Eli, 391
Wichitas, 45, 225, 414, 421, 422, 426, 432
Wilkinson, James, 364–65



William Henry, Fort, 279
William III, King of England, 165
Williams, Eunice (daughter), Mohawk captivity of, 214
Williams, Eunice Mather (mother), 214
Williams, John, 214
Williams, Roger, 79, 161
Williamson, David, 324
Wingina, 57–59
Winnipeg, Lake, 236
Winslow, Josiah, 154, 155
Winthrop, John, 79, 100, 150
Wirt, William, 395
witchcraft trials, in New England, 166–67
women, Native American:

Blacks in marriages to, 207, 392, 396
as converts to Christianity, 93, 126, 149–50
in curing of bison robes and meat, 257, 404
as farmers, 14, 48, 62, 66, 149, 152, 225, 242, 263, 315
in food preparation, 257, 377, 402
as French traders’ wives, 138–39, 335
impact of Pueblo Revolt on, 189
as indentured servants, 207
Osage, 225
political and social power of, 46, 55, 56, 62, 99–100, 104–5, 197–98,

202–3, 204, 280, 298, 302, 303, 312, 365, 417, 455–56
trade goods made by, 377, 390–91
U.S. civilization programs and, 349–50
wampum belts crafted by, 75, 310
White rape and murder of, 44, 49, 80, 158, 162, 163, 164, 277, 325, 342,

396, 397, 415, 425, 439–40, 454, 458
Whites in marriages to, 138–39, 188, 198, 204, 330, 335, 368
see also matrilineality, in Native cultures

Wounded Knee Massacre (1890), ix, 458
Wovoka, 458
Wraxall, Peter, 284
Wyandots (Hurons), 102, 104, 122, 132, 266, 325, 328, 336, 397

as French allies, 90–91, 218, 219, 220, 228



in fur trade, 91
in Great Lakes region, 131–32
Iroquois peace talks with, 102, 213
Iroquois wars on, 100, 101, 103–4, 104, 106, 110, 112–14, 122, 218
in migration to Ohio Country, 242
in Pontiac’s War, 286, 289–90, 295, 299
in Seven Years’ War, 272, 274
in War of 1812, 371

Wyandots (Hurons) land cession by, 336–342–43

Yakamas, 451, 453
Yamasee rebellion (1715), 201
Yamasees, 265

in move to Florida, 202
in slave-hunting raids, 199, 200

Yamparikas, 419
Yanktonais, 351, 352, 353
Yanktons, 351, 352, 360–61

Missouri River trade controlled by, 355
Yatasis, 216
Ye, Juan de, 187–88
Yellowstone Valley, 23
York, Duke of (later James II of England), 156, 165
Young, Brigham, 453
Yucatán, 21

Zacatecas, 256
Zaldívar, Juan de, 49–50
Zillawoolie, 261–62
Zúñiga y Guzmán, Baltasar de, 202
Zunis, 43–44



ALSO BY PEKKA HÄMÄLÄINEN

Lakota America: A New History of Indigenous Power

The Comanche Empire



Copyright © 2022 by Pekka Hämäläinen

All rights reserved
First Edition

For information about permission to reproduce selections from this book,
write to Permissions, Liveright Publishing Corporation, a division of W. W.

Norton & Company, Inc., 500 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10110

For information about special discounts for bulk purchases, please contact
W. W. Norton Special Sales at specialsales@wwnorton.com or 800-233-

4830

Jacket design: Steve Attardo
Jacket artwork: © Musée du Quai Branly - Jacques Chirac,

Dist. RMN-Grand Palais / Art Resource, NY
Book design by Lovedog Studio
Production manager: Anna Oler

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available

ISBN 978-1-63149-699-8

ISBN 978-1-63149-750-6 (ebk.)

Liveright Publishing Corporation
500 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10110

www.wwnorton.com

W. W. Norton & Company Ltd.

http://www.wwnorton.com/


15 Carlisle Street, London W1D 3BS




	Cover
	Title
	Contents
	Introduction: The Myth of Colonial America
	Part One: The Dawn of the Indigenous Continent: (the first seventy millennia)
	Part Two: Appear at a Distance Like Giants: (the long sixteenth century)
	Part Three: The Contest for the Great American Interior: (early and mid-seventeenth century)
	Part Four: The Indigenous Backlash: (late seventeenth century)
	Part Five: The Enduring Indigenous Continent: (early eighteenth century)
	Part Six: The Heart of the Continent: (mid- and late eighteenth century)
	Part Seven: American Revolutions: (late eighteenth century to early nineteenth century)
	Part Eight: The Age of Equestrian Empires: (nineteenth century)
	Epilogue: Revenge and Revival
	Acknowledgments
	Illustration Credits
	Index
	Also by Pekka Hämäläinen
	Copyright

