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PREFACE

THE HERODIAN DYNASTY was complex, conflicted, and compelling; so
is the considerable scholarship that approaches the vivid figures respon-
sible for its emergence and demise. I would not have taken up the issue
of the Herodians’ impact on governance without considerable encour-
agement, moral support, and practical help from many colleagues. An
afternoon’s conversation with Joan Bingham brought vividly alive the
interest that Herod the Great, always the center of the narrative, could
evoke in acute readers. A series of experimental forays, guided by Gail
Ross and Ken Wapner, led to the conclusion that the issue of governance
was much larger than Herod himself (big though he was) and that the arc
of the dynasty needs to be traced for its political impact to be assessed.

Just as this finding came home to me, I was finishing my study of
the resurrection of Jesus, another topic whose complexity is a chal-
lenge.! The editor, Carey Newman, exerted a catalytic influence on my
address of the issues involved and my approach to presenting them. In
the case of the Herodians, Carey’s contribution has been even greater,
as we have devised a way to coordinate the moving parts of the Hero-
dian machine. In deciding how to anticipate readers’ interests, as well as
where to explain more and where to leave matters for inference, I have
been greatly helped by Francis Karagodins, a student at Bard College, as
well as by Carey. Francis read the proofs of Resurrection Logic, showing
editorial skills in the process, so it was natural to involve him earlier on
in the composition of 7he Herods: Murder, Politics, and the Art of Suc-
cession. Library staff at Bard College have provided me with unfailing
support, even during the worst days of the pandemic in New York State.
The director, Betsy Cawley, provides an example of how institutions,
however stressed, need not fail under the pressure of events.

In taking on authorly accountability for the inevitable faults that

works of history are heir to, I am heartened that I have no responsibility
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whatever for the lapses of Josephus, the principal source for all work of
this kind. These are so striking that a scholarly literature, some of it cited
here, has developed to account for all his apparent bétises. Typically, the
problem is addressed by considering his perspective first and then apply-
ing that analysis to what Josephus says.” Here I prefer to analyze his
individual assertions of fact before coming to an assessment in regard to
his aims (which appears in the epilogue). Since he was himself a politi-
cal player and militant leader near the end of the events he narrates, his
actions—Ilike those of the Herodians he both admired and criticized—
shaped his preferred theory of governance at least as much as his theory
guided his actions. Power (like the resurrection) generates its own char-

acteristic logic, in the first century as in the twenty-first.

Bruce Chilton
FEAST OF AIDAN OF LINDISFARNE
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